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TER HAT the Memory of ſtch* 


. FJ an unuſual and ſolemn Event” 
4 7 8 9 as the late dreadful Fire ar 
A Blandford may be per petuas 
ted, and that e and others may le 
AI. ed to make ſuch proper Refleflions: 
* thereon, as may tend to advance the 
| Hombur. and Glory of God, and our 
real Good ; it bas been the Opinfun of... 
* many that ſome Aceciint of it ſhould be 
f publiſhed to the World, + N 
To this End, ſome Time after the 
| Calamity, 4 drew. up u 3 
157 l. with ſome Exhortations fata 
Ze to the Caſe, and thought ro vor 
1 made them -publick 'ſboner, but could? 
not Prevail with wh ſelf ro 4 Las. 
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iv The PREFACE. 
bated this Matter ſo long in my. own | 


Mind, that the. Objefion ariſing from 


its Unſeaſonableneſs, which every * 


Week and Day ſeemed to gather nes 
Strength, became almoſt inſuperable ; * 


and this as well as other Objeftions | © 
againſt my appearing in Print had a 


particular Influence ou me, it being © 
much more agreeable to my own In- © 


clinations 70 pafs through the World 5 - 
more filently. 1 


- However, ſeeing no Perſon had taten 
upon him to tell the World the doleful 
Story, ſeveral of my Friends (that * 


vere Affliction made publick, togetber 


with ſome practical Reflections and | 


Monitions ſuitable to the Nature of © 


it) knowing that I had entertained © 


ſome Thoughts this dy, laid hold of 4 
every Opportunity to rexew their R- 


dee, for my proſecuting my Deſign, | 


and preſſed me with many Arguments. 


Now, though the earneſt Solicitations 1 


of my Friends had their Weight with 


me, yet, I think 1 can ſay after all, 
That the moſt prevailing and determi- 
ung Argument 10 ſend 
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The PRE FACE. „ 


* Thtld the following Tracts as, 4 
x Conſetouſhefs of Duty, ariſing fromthe © 


uncommon and tremendous Nature of 
the Providence, my Situation here, and 
my Obligation thereupon, to employ, - 
not my Tongue only, but my Pen alſe, - 
towards the right Improvement of it. 
Tam weny fenſible that the Seaſan- 
ableneſs F my Tract contributes much 
10 ite Acceptablenefs ; and that it is 


A Part of Wiſdom to chooſe the fitteſt 


Seaſon; and wherberthis Time ig jet 
'paſt, I ill not diſpure, ſome think 
not: - However it may (by the Bleſſing 

f God) be now as uſeful'zo others, ar 

it may help to revive in them u Senſe of 
Gods awful Providence; and be, per- 
"'baps, as ſeaſonable und as ſerviceablo 

t this Town, who are nw: more at 
Leiſure to confider calmly and ſedately 

of God's Dealings with us, than in the © ©: 
hurrying Months hat are paſt. No 
chaſtening for the preſent ſeems joyous 
but grievous ; nevertheleſs afterward - 
it yieldeth the peaceable Fruits of 
"Righteouſneſs unto them which ar 
exerciſed thereby, Heb. xii. 11. After 


be Relation of i be diſmal Story of the 


A 3 Fire, 


- vi The PREFACE. 
Fire, which I hace endeavoured to 
*#hraw toget ber in ſuch a Manner, as 
I hope will offend none, gratify /ome, * 
inſorm, and do Good to gthers, I bace fl 
(that I may rouſe and keep alive in © 
Men a more deep aud affeftting Senſe ß 
ads awful and awakening Diſpen- 
ations, which I apprebend is a Mat- 
Ter of vaſt Importance) added hereunto © 
a plain and practical Sermon on the © 
jp Dottrine of P rovidence. And i 
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anding more immediately related to 
ſome, wwho for many Years paſt have 
been under 
10 others on the Score of Friendſhip 


= 
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aud mutual Sufferings, I Hace juag d 3 


it pruper to conclude the Whole with a 
: ferrous and earneſt Addreſs or Exhor- 
tation to the Inhabitants in general, 
And I pleaſe my ſelf with the Hopes, 
«bat this Treatiſe may be uſeful to 
others alſo, particularly to ſuch as 


: bave very Jately, or within a ſe Nears 
| paſt, ſuffered by the like Calamity; 
- as | Dorcheſter, Graveſend; Stower- 
minſter,, Henſtridge, Tiverton, Ram- 
ſey, GG. 5 
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FIRE at Blandford. 


eee HE wonderful Works of God, 
4 SEE: whether of Mercy or of Fudg- 
3 F ment, ought to be had in Re- 
'x ko membrance, eſpecially by thoſe 
1 d immediately concern'd in them; 
= yea, a Remembrance of them ought to be 
conveyed down from one Generation to an- 
other; according to that in the Prophet, 
3 Hear this ye old Men, and give Ear all 3e In- 
* habitants of the Land : Hath this been in your 
Days, or even in the Days of your Fathers ? 
Tell ye your Children of it, and let your Children 
tell their Children, and their Children another 
Generation. It is mentioned as Matter of 
KReproach to the Iſraelites, and as a very pra- 
voling Sin, that they remember'd not Gt 
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thee in thy Ms. 3 
Now, that a Senſe of God's rebuking Hand 
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may remain freſh in our ou Minds, and 

that others alſo may learn the Leſſon he ex- 10 
pects from it; I have, upon the beſt In- © 
formation I could get, thrown together, in in 

a ſnort Compaſs, a true, but very melan- as 
choly Account of that general Conriacka-. 7 
TION which happened amongſt us on Hiday, 
June the Fourth, 173. | | 


About Two of the Clock in the Afternoon 
©  adiſmalCry of Fire was heard in our Streets. 
Ike inhabitants of the Place were all ſoon 
. Aarmed; ſome were called from their Bu- 
Hel; ſome, poſſibly, from their Pleaſuren; 
dome, perhaps, from their Cups : However, 
. | every one was terribly ſurprized ; though | 
1 thoſe one would hope were in the beſt 
©  *Poltyre of Mind to Lear it, who were moſt 
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ul or innocently imployed, . 
Ihe Fire, fit kindled on the Our-fide of a 
* Soap-boiter's Houſe ; occaſioned (as he con- 

- jeQures). by Sparks that ſell from a Chim- 
nmey upon the Thatch. Some think diffe- 
..-* ently; but all agree, that as to Man it 
l. Ixxviii. 42. and evi. 13. © Ia, Iaiv. 3. 
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FIRE at Blandſord. 


9 


was intirely accidental — The Hauſe ſtood 


on riſing Ground where four Streets met, not 
far from the Middle of the Town. Our 


| 1 three Engines were ſoon. brought out and 
play d, but to no Purpoſe ;. for in lids, 
more than half an Hour they either were 


all burnt or render'd unfit for Service. 

The Wind, which ſat North-Weſt, quickly 
carried the Fire into diſtant Parts. Every 
Corner of theſe four Streets were preſently 
in Flames that raged onward, with, and 


2 againſt the Wind. — The Fire ſpread it 
_ Z ſelf with that ſpeed and fury, that every 


Thing was ſoon devoured before it. Not 
a Piece of Timber but what was burnt to a 
Coal, The Pewter in many Houſes was not 
only melted, but reduced to Aſbes by the 
fervent Heat. Our Silver, in à literal 
Senſe, became Droſs! And if any. made 


had they before their Eyes, of their en- 
treme Folly, and its utter Drſufficiency to 
make them happy! MEIN 
| Moſt Perſons (which was very obſervable) 

were at once. ſeized with ſuch a Panic, that 


they gave up the Town for loft, quickly after 


the Fire broke out. has ailed thee, © 
thou Fire, that thou waſt ſo raging ? That u- 
thing could drive thee back? Was it not be- 
—_ thou hadſt thy Commiſſion from 
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19 2 brief AccounT of the 


thy Power, O Lord! Ah, who can ſtand 
before God when once he is angry? 
efore Seven of the Clock in the Evening 
e was about Hur Hours after the Fire 
[ . there was ſcarce an Houſe remained, 


"as tõ be paſt the Reach of Men to preſerve 

it; except ſome few, which Providence 

reſerved, as in Kindneſs to the Owners; 
Hi in Pity to them who had none leſt. 

A neighbouring Hamlet (at ſome conſides - 
Table Diſtance, and on the other Side of the 
River, in the Pariſhes of St. Mary Bland- 
ford, and Brianſton) was almoſt totally 

-_ . conujumed alſo, occaſioned by ſome Flakes 
>: Fire, carried from us, and falling on 

- "their Thatch'd Buildings, — Only three 
Houſes were ſaved in that Hamlis ets elfe 


Some few Houſes were rem ly pres. 
3 at the four Quarters of the Town (as 
u may ſee in the prefixed Plan) which 
Coils aſcribe chief y to a good Providence ; 
EL Lord fail, itts enough, and the Fire was 
Stayed /- Yet we would not Forget the kind 
And the 'timely Aſſiſtance of fuch as came 
— Teveral Parts of the Country, though 
hey were indeed 700 late to attempt any. 
e for thoſe who lived n. in the 


what, at leaſt, was ſo much in Flames, 3 


Ib Nation of which, conſſderiig their” | | 
ion, and the Danger they were In, was | 
| 8 be to all.that thenbeheld Sam or 


den was the Fire, ſo furions, that ma 


Toun. —— A, neighbouring Gentleman 
alſo, upon the firſt. Notice he had, of our 
Diftreſs, came. with the utmoſt. Speed to 
afford us (according to his wonted Humanity) 
his beſt Offices; perſwading ſome, and hiring 
others by preſent or promiſed Rewards, to 
help us. So that to his prudent: Manage- 
ment, Direction and Care, it was much 
owing (under God) that the Fire ceaſed at 

two of: the Quarters. — I would not paſs 


by here, what, we may preſume, was no 


ſwall Reaſon in Providence that there was 
not now an intire Neſolation ; I;mean_the_ 
fervent Prayers of many, that God would ſtay 
lis Hand: For, at this Time, almoſt, every 
ene join'd in one common and earneſt Cy unto 
Heaven" for Mir. God heard our Cl. 
and his Bowels were moved for us. 
The Fire ceaſed at the Eaſe. Part of the 
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Y Town, where the laſt. great Fire b,; 
& which was on the Ninth Day of Jah, 1713. 
Den almoſt; all, thoſe Houſes which now 
eſcaped were burnt down to the Ground, 

to the further End of the Street. So that in 
ſo ſmail a Tract of Time, as within the Space 
of Twenty Tears, there's ſcarce an Houſe.now: 

eanding which has not been. rebuilt. 
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In the Day of our great Calamity, fo 


Families had ſcarce Time to ſave a 14 8 


date aucb. Tis true, much Houſehold 
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#3 AH AecounTof the 
Gods, as well as all Sores of Merchandiſe, | 
were in che 'Brgitining carried to diſtant | 
Flouſes, where it was then apprehended ' 
they were fafe from Danger; and much | 
was brought our into the Serre, in hopes 
ef timely Aﬀſt#tice to convey it away. 
But, alas! they were ſoon fadly difap. | 
_þvitifed, and forced to leave to the de- 
FTötring Flames, what they had with ſo 
much Pains and Difficalty brought thither. 
Many were now thankful they could eſcape 


Hearts might be diſpoſed, they ſearce had 
Time to lock back on what tliey had left 


labour not for ihe Ment thut periſheth, but for | 
that which endured unto everlaſting ' Life *. | 
Wo —-[ ſhall never forget che Horror and 
ben that appeared in every Coun- 


Wich their own Live, Or, however their 


Behind them? Which ſhould teach us to | 


Wh renance, render'd yet more frigBiful by the 


Labour and Toil of the Day. Many were 


Fearce kndwit even to their neareſt Neighbonvs, © 


I odifipur'd werethey with Sorrow, Smoke, 
\ 8 : = and Soot ! For, alas! The D 'Y 
ban; as @ Deſeiaction from the Altighty © 
I Fee upon us*, h £5 
g yet new Surprizes, and Mire" hitler 
e ſeize the Hearts ef many. In 


dein and Peeping, and great Mourning : Wh 
i Many, nke Rachel of old, weeping for their 
= 2 bn vi. 27, i. ili, 6, 1 
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ay of the Lord 


Brixxpronp there was a Voice heard, Litmen- 


| FIR E at Blandford, © 13 
, Children, and would not be comforted, becauſe 
they thought they were not f How many 
Parents, with the moſt afflicting Solicitude, 
Z were ſearching here and there for their loſt 
Children! neither knowing where to find 
them, nor (for many Hours together) ſo 
much as hoping ever to Tee them alive. 
again! Their Fears ſtrongly ſuggeſting to 
them that their little ones were devoured in 
r. the torturing Flames. Shocking Thought! 
But it pleaſed the Father of Mercies, by a 
XV ſingular Direction of Providence, to tale 
care of thoſe poor wandring. Lambs, ſome. 
flying for Refuge to one Place, ſome to 
another: Inſomuch that before the Morn- 
ing, they were al! (for not one Child 
Wperiſhed in the Flames) happily reſtored, 
Inot indeed to their Fathers Horſes, (for 
Houſes they had none) but to the tranſport- 
ng Sight, and moſt endearing Embraces of 
Their revived Parents; who no ſooner faſten” 
their Eyes on theſe dear Creatures, but 
hey ſhed, even for joy, the, few Tears 
Whey had left; gladly cacchipg-theth into 
heir Arms, as being al they could now alt. 
= 4 heir own. ; | | ' : 1 © : : ; 7 
. But, alas! that Joy, like every Thing 
Elſe in this vain Life, was ſoon ſwallowed up * 
freſh Sorrows. Though when they looked 
oon their reſcued Children, it pleaſed 
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14 A brief Account of the 
yet to think they had loſt the Labours of 
many Years, and that by which they hoped 


to have made comfortable Proviſion for 
them, this funk their Spirits again, and be- 
came a new Source of Grief. And yet 
more Grief behind! Their Children cry for 
Bread to ſatisfy their Hunger, and for 
Drink to quench their Thirſt. As for Bread, 
their Parents, alas! had zone; and could © 
not for their Drink eaſily procure them ſo 
much as Hater. They cried for Houſes alſo 
to lodge in, and for Beds to lie on; but 

very few could help them to either. 
Happy they, who, in ſuch deep Diſtreſs as 
this, could take comfort in our Saviour's 

Words, Let not your Hearts be troubled ; in 


my Father's Houſe are many Manstons b. 
The diſmal Night comes on; when 


many who were never inured to Hardſhip * 
were obliged to lie, ſome in Barus and Out- 


Houſes; others under the Arches of a large 


. Bridge ; and more under Hedges and in the 


open Air. 


The Church held out againſt the Fury of 


the Flames a long Time, not having any 
Houſe joining to it. At length the Steeple 


took Fire, and that more than once ; but 
by the great Care and Diligence of ſome 
Perſons it was quenched again. However, 4 
about Twelve of the Clock at Night, the Fire 
was ſeen afreſh in the Middle of the Roof KC: 
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John xiv. 1. 
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rs of 


1 This alſo might have been ſtopped at firſt 
hope had they had Engines, or could they have 
” tor ; got Ladders and Veſſels to carry Water: 
009: But theſe were all burnt. It was towards 
d yet Tuo of the Clock in the Morning before it 
1 for 9 broke through the Roof into a Flame. 
d for Then the Fire roared dreadfully, the Lead 
Bread, 3 melted, the Stones ſplit and flew; nay, ſo 
could Y fervent and irreſiſtible was the Heat, that 
em ſo the Bells themſelves diſſolved and ran dovun 
17 alle = in Streams. RED 
5 bur It was a Mercy, however, that this p 
Adar. cious Pile of Building was burnt no ſooner ; 
eſs 3 for ſeveral who had Srried their Goods 
urs into it, and betook themſelves for Shelter 
45 vithin its Walls, were not able for ſome 
: Time, without great Hazard of their Lives, 
when # either: to retreat. from, or to bear the 
dſhip ſcorching Heat, from the Houſes that were 
W burning around it: Whilſt others were 
large ® glad to lie down behind the Tomb. Stoner, | 
n the "PW which were a Shadow to them from the 

XZ fervent Heat on one Side, as the Church it 
ry of ſelf was on the other, until the Fire about it 
| 9 4 ; 4 was ſo far abated as to give them Opportunity 
oo do fave themſelves, and to carry off the 
7 * Effects they had with them. 

ROW In other Calamities the Deſcription coms 
ever, * monly exceeds the Truth; but ours was ſuch 
Fire that it ſurpaſſed all the Repreſentations 555 
Rey 1 have ever been made of it. 8 2 
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16 A brief AccounT of the | 
A Town, which the other Day was fo | 


that paſſed through it, can't now be looked | 


Heat; and Perſons are obliged to loox 


the mournful Number of thoſe that were 


their Winter Fewel) were vomited out, as 


agreeable to its Inhabitants, and to Strangers 


upon without Horror, nor be paſſed through 3 
without Danger. Now the Feet that walk * 
therein are even ſcorched with burning 1 


narrowly about them, as they haſte along, 
left bowing Walls and tottering Chimnies 
(which appeared at a Diſtance like craggy © 
Rocks) ſhould, being deprived of their 
uſual Supports, fall upon them, and excreaſe 


already dead. A continual Fire and 
Smoke for ſome Days (fed by the Remains ; 
of ruined Houſes, and thoſe Stores of Nod 

and Coal the Inhabitants had laid np for 


from ſo many ſubterraneous Volcano s So 
that it might be truly ſaid of this Place; 
The Lord poured out his fierce Anger, and 
kindled a Fire therein, and it hath devoured * 
the Foundations thereof. But to return; 

All the following Night, while the Fire 
was {lowly abating, ſome were employed in 
keeping Watch over the few Houſes that were 
ſpared; others in ſearching after their loſt 
Relations and Children, Some of their Friends 
they found dead in the Streets, part of 
them conſumed with the Flames, while the 
melancholy Remains of them were burnt Black 

Lam. iv. 11. 3 
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as fo as an Hearth, and even roaſted in the Fire. 
angers Theſe Remains of human Bodies which 
looked they now found, together with others 
brough 3 which after ſome Days were dug out from 
— 4 under the Ruins of Houſes, ſome in one 
rning Place, ſonie in another, that by Circum- 


look ſtances they gueſſed to be the "Relick of 
= their dead Relations, they carried to the 
inmies ulual Place of Burial for their more decent 
raggy | 2 Interment. 

their 4 The Number of thoſe that periſhed has 


ucreaſe | been generally reckoned to be Sixteen; 
were but upon the beſt Inquiry I could make I 
e aw | can't find they were more than Fourteen, 
mains 


3 q incluſive of one that was burnt to Death in 

Mood the Hamlet before mentioned; not one 
p for Child (as has been already obſery* d) but 
ut, as 4 # moſt of them aged Perſons, viz. four Men 
55 So | and ten Women, -—— One of thoſe who 
"lace ; ¶vere burnt to Death was ſeen ata Diſtance 
„ and 4 Y codeayouring to make her Eſcape. She 
mo | bon dropt down, her Cloaths being on 
Ds; 8 Fire about her. The Perſon who ſaw her 
F re | $ <ould not with Safety attempt her Preſerva- 
yed in tion, ſhe being encompaſs'd with Flames. 
, were 3 Another, in like Danger, was ſeaſon- 


IT loſt F ably reſcued by her Son, who went with a 
riends | Friend of his to ſeek after her. They 
ut ot Mi eſpied her at ſome Diſtance in the Sire, 
leche E ſurrounded with Smoke and Fire. At firſt 


Y they were afraid to come near, thinking it 
impracticable to ſave her and themſelves too. 


as B 2 However 


. 


18 A brief AccounT of the 
_ However her Sn at laſt ventured, took. her 
by the Arm, and they brought her off the 
leaſt dapgerous Way they could ſee, | 
through a Gate-Houſe that ſoon. after fell 
down. All three were mercifully preſerved. WM pea 
YA — Anether who had but little Hopes of 
ſaving himſelf, as he was hurrjing along, an 
aged Wiman earneſtly craved his Help. He that 
deſired her to hold faſt by the Skirt of wi 

his Coat; which ſhe did, till he had helped i 
her on fo far that he preſumed ſhe had 
been ſaſe. But being in ſo much Danger 
himſelf, he had neither Time nor Power to 
be any longer thoughtful about her; for 
he had gone but a little farther e'er the 
Heat was ſo ſtrong that it took away his 
Breath. He dropt down, and was unable 
to riſe again; but was taken up by one 
that opportunely came by, and his Life 
was ſaved; while the poor Woman (to 
whom he had afforded all the good Offices 
he was able in his then dangerous Cir- 
cumſtances) was burnt in the Street,—— F# 
Another Man, apprehending that his Wife X 
and bis Child (though ſafe elſewhere) had 
been left in his Houſe, when it was in 
Flames, (tortur'd, no doubt, with different 
- Paſſions, Love to his Wife and Child, Fear 
of loſing: his own Life, with Hopes that by 
a bold Attempt all might be preferved) 
ventured in, and (after he had found his 
_ Miſtake) with great Hazard made his 
3 Eſcape 


- 


his 


4 » 
& 
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+ 
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WW of. Jadgment thou didſt remember Mercy, 
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Eſcape out again, being almoſt ſeorched 
to Death. — A Gentleman of the 'Town 
returning from the Place where the Fire 
firſt began, to his own Houſe, was unex- 
pectedly ſutrounded with Flames. Af- 
ter he had paſſed the Fire at one Place 
he came to another that was impaſſible ; ſo 
that he was obliged to make his Retreat 


*# with the utmoſt Danger of his Life, be- 


ing miſerably burnt. Soon aſter this he 
made the beſt of his Way over the River, 
into the Pariſh of St. Mary-Blandſord, to a 
Friend's Houſe there, and having anointed 
his Hands ard his Face with ſome Oil, he 
laid himſelf down upon the Bed. Burt, 
alas ! in a very ſhort Time that Place was 
in Flames alſo, and he was forced to ſeek 
for Refuge elſewhere. Reſtleſs World 
indeed ! Happy they who have a Reſt remain- 


ing for them in a better. 


Many others were in the greateſt Danger, 
running for their Lives through the Streets, 
ſcarce able to keep themſelves on their 
Legs, holding Handkerchiefs up to their 
Faces to keep their Breath, and to defend 
them from the ſcorching Heat , while others 
leaped out of Windows:to fave themſelves, 


no other Way being left for their Deliver- 


ance. What-Multirades muſt have periſhed 
had the Calamity happened in the Night | 
Good God, we bleſs thee that in the Midft 


. One 


20 A brief Account of the 
One of the Surgeons of this Place return- 
ing out of the Country whilſt the Town 
was on Fire, ventured into the Heart of 
it in queſt of his aged Mother (his Houſe 
being ſituated there) and was fo ſcorched 
with the Flames; that for ſome Time he 
needed the Aſſiffance he would gladly 
have afforded : While another Gentleman 
of the fame Profeſſion had his Perſon and 
his Houſe both kindly and providentially 
preſerved ; many needing his Help and his 
Medicines too, to mitigate their torturing 
Pains. He had upwards of Fifty under 
his Care at once, who all recovered, tho' 
ſome of them were burnt to that degree, 


and their Pains were ſo exquiſite, that 
they could have wiſhed themſelves out of AB 


this afflicting World. — What Scenes 
Sorrow were opened in a few Hours ! How 
many weeping Eyes and bleeding Hearts! 
We have often read, That Man is born unto 
Trouble, as the Sparks fly upward * ; but ne- 
ver experienced this Truth fo ſenſibly as 
now. . Shall we any more ſay in our Proſpe- 
rity, we ſhall never be moved *? © 
The Small Pox at the ſame Time prevailed 
in the Town. This render'd the other 
Calamity doubly afflictive to the Houſes in 
which it was. About Sixty Families, by 
"Computation, were then viſited with that 
Diſtemper. Not one indeed of the Sic 
1 Job v. 7. * Pal, xxx. 6. 2 
. periſhed 


* 


Fender 
ſelves 
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irn- Wreriſbed i in the Hames; but then they were 
»wn many of them expeſed to the greateſt 

Flazard other ways. Some little ones in 
uſe x this hurryi 1 Time were ſnatched up out 


of their Beds, and carried away without 
he any Thing almcſt about them, ſo that their 
dly 7 Fender Mothers were forced to ſtrip them- 
nan ſelves of part of their nece/ary Garments 
and 2 Fro cover them. And in this diſeaſed and 
ally Fexpoſed Condition ſome Perſons were laid 


his 4 in the open Fields, ſome under Hedges, and 
ing 1 | the Arches of the Br: dge, intermixed with 
der tboſe that but a little before fled from the 
ho? | 3 1 — Some, who were down of 
"ee, the Diſtemper and left in their Beds (in 
hat this Time of general Confuſion) by thoſe 
8 1 1 © that attended them, were ſoon rouſed with. 
* the dreadful Cy of Fire, and its roaring 
ow Flames; who in the Fright tore open their 


ts! 9 IEyes to ſee their Danger, and make their 
into 2 Eſcape, and wrapping up themſelves in 
ne- part of their Bed-Cloaths, made the beſt 
MW Speed their weak State would admit of, 
be- into the Gardens for Security : And yet 

though they had for ſome Time :86 ſhelter 
led | there but what the Hedges or Trees 
WF afforded them, they recovered. 
8 Others, when the Fire drew near their 


in 
by I Dwellings, carried off their ſick Children 
iat and Friends to diſtant Houſes, for greater 


ick F Safety. But no ſooner had they gquieted 


themſelves a little with this imaginary - 


yea 2 Eſcape, 


Es the beſt Care of them they were able; U 


Proviſion of ſome Apothecaries in this 


1 


22 A brief Account of the 


Eſcape, and with the Hopes of gaining by den 
this Means, a little Time, to ſave a Part Pele 
of their Goods, but they were again WM 
alarm d with the fad Tidings, that the Fire PPE?” 


had ſeized thoſe Houſes alſo. . And now they 
are brought to yield to what they could not 
at firſt think of withour Horror, viz. to a, 
carry their Sick into the open Fields, and orſe 
were thankful they could thus fave them 
from the devouring Flames. It is well, 
- conſidering what a World we live in, that 
buman Nature is ſo framed, that often- 
times ſome greater Troubles ſeem to ſwallow 
up, or reconcile us unto leer ones. That 
which once was the Object of our Dread, 
may, upon the Compariſon, become de- 
ſirable, and Matter of Choice. * 
The Phyſici aus, in the mean Time, toox 


and through the timely and benevolent 


Toten (who ſent immediately to Salisbury 
and elſewhere for ſuch Medicines as were 
moſt needed) they were ſoon tolerably 
ſupply d: And within a Day or two after 
the Fire two or three neighbouring Gentle- 
men looked in upon us, and left Forey 
Guineas for the Relief of theſe and the 
other Suferers, Such kind and early Aci, 
of Compaſſion deſerve our moſt - grateful 
Remembrance. | | | l GS Ta 5 1 55 | 
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Yet upon the Whole, our Condition was 
elancholy beyond Expreſſion ; our Cala- 
iities were great and numberleſs ; thoſe that 
Wppeared before in Change of Raiment now 


ere glad even of neceſſary Garments ; and 
Hoſe that lived delicately, and fared ſymp- 


St | uouſly every Day, were now thankful = 
and | 4 orſel of Bread. As the Reverend Mr. Pitt, 


In a Poem lately publiſhed upon this mew 
» - wn Subject, repreſents cur Caſe ; 


£ WT he Scarlet rob 4, who e fed, 7 
ꝛitb their own Slaves Pw theGift n 


The Morning after the Fire there was a 
great Scarcity of Proviſion. However, 
ſome Supplies were immediately thought 
4 5 and found. There were tuo Ovens full 
5 bf Loaves, which were ſet in a little be- 
ore the Fire. began; theſe, though bak d 
| o a Cruſt (for the Houſes were both bn 
to which the Ovens belong'd) were ver7 
acceptable. But before Night we had [freſh 
Supplies ſent in from the neighbouring Pax 


by % . — The Sabbath. Day after the Fire, 
. nd for ſome Days following, Waggon 
rey Loads of Bread and Beer, with ſome Fl, 
* F ere kindly and liberally ſent us from 
et, he Places about us; as from Shaftsbury, 

Pool, Wimborne, Dorcheſter, Wareham, Beer, 


2 ec. Among many others, a neighbouring 
2 * was ſo generous, as to ſend- in 
789 9 822 on: 


24 A brief Account of the 

_ conſiderable Quantities of Meat and ſome 
fat Oxen. We were by this Time ſo very 

deſirous of Fleſh, we had ſcarce Patience tolf 
Ray till it was diſtributed to us, 

liberal Colleftions were ſoon made in 

ſeveral of the adjacent Towns, and Sums off Every 

Money ſent us from private Hands ; part of he br: 


which was given away (to ſome more, to Wſurance 
ethers leſs) to buy Utenfils, and ſuch T hings bree 1 


arit) 
aint 
oware 
or th 
The 


as were neceſſary for their ſeveral Imple- Now 
ments, Part alſo of this early Charity f Diftrit 
was laid out upon Sheep and Swine ; which reate 
were killed and diſtributed twice a ' Week pe im 


o the 
Wax S/ 
4 one 1 
: rom 
vill at 
pr foi 


in ſuch Portions as were anſwerable to 
the Number of the Families that partook 
of them. 

Care alſo was taken to build Barracks, | 
for the Reception of ſuch as lay expoſed 
to the open Air. The Number of the 
Barracks was upwards of Sixt). They 
were built with Boards; and before the 


4 2 


Winter drew on were covered with Thatch. XR As 
"Thoſe who dwelt in them run up Chim- | 4 Parte 
niet, and ſtopt the Crevices with MI and ho! 
other Things. Some Families continue to I 


reſide in them to this Day. Large Sum 
were laid out in buying Linen and Rugs, | 
and Blankets, for ſuch as were in great F | 
Diſtreſs for want of them. — Pour 
Hundred Families were burnt out, and many 
of them reduced to great Extremities, Ao 
| ent * hundred Pounds of the publick 

ep nts 
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ome C barity were expended in their preſent 
very aintenance, and to put them in a Way 
e to towards the better ſubſiſting themſelves 
or the Future. | 

in WY Thewbhole Loſs given in upon Oath (for 
s of Mvery. ont was ſworn to the Account that 
t of he brought in) over and above all In- 
to ſſurances, amounted to eighty four Thouſand 
ings bree Hundred and forty eight Pound. 
ploy- Now leſt any ſhould imagine that the 
rity Diſtributions already made are much 
hich MWpreater than they really are, it mayn't 
eek, 
e to 
took 


o they have amounted to no more than 
x Shillings to the Pound. There remains 
dne Dividend more to be made, ariſing 
acks, from what was given to the Briefs; which 
oſed ill amount to no more than three Pence, 
the r four Pence in the Pound; however, a 
hey noſt, it will not come up to ſix Pence in 
the the Pound e 
atch. As feveral Perſous never received any 
bim- Part of the public Charities at all, fo others © 
and ho received their Share of the f/f Divis 


5 o me Truſtees appointed by Act of Parliament, ave 4s 
n, ee; Tho Honourable George Dodington, Sir Willi» 
Rugs, n Nappier, Sir William Chapple, Sr James Thorn+ 
Teat il; George Chathn, Edmund Moreton Pleydell, 
Four Nilliam Portman, Heary Drax, George Trenchard, 
any chard Bingham, Robert Henley, William Churchill, 
46 din, Dennet, Humphry Sturt, John Banks, Joſhun 
» £20) orchill, Robert Lewen, Robert Mitchell, Walter 
blick 2 
"arity. 
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| Kout, and Robert Snooke, | 


he improper to take Notice, that hit he. 4 
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© generous Benevolence, 


26 A brief bee re of the 


dend (which was only two Shilings to the rar 
Pound) were afterwards excluded, by an. Co 
Order made. at a Meeting of ſome of thei bor 
Truftee:, from having any further Share. the 


Bur notwithſtanding the Diſtributions have i the 
amounted to no more, by reaſon of the Great- X anc 
neſs of our Loſs, yet great, ſurpriſingly great, . ytt 


was the Bounty of our 222 „ Jai 
A moſt remarkable Spirit of Charity has 
been diſcovered in the Britiſh Nation upon 
this and ſuch like Occaſions. Where) 

Eiberty prevails moſt, the Iababitants of 
ſuch Countries, as they are moſt capable of, 
ſo we find they are moſt inclined to Acts oy ju 


Our Calamities ſoon reached the Ears, W< of 
and touched the Hearts of Perſons of o * rie 
Ranks and Orders among us with the utmoſtÞ * fo: 
Compaſſion ; both which I cannot ſum up“ G. 
in Terms more pertinent and pathetic than“ at 
in thoſe of the Reverend Mr. Harris off # * de 
Graveſeud, on the like mournful Occaſion. = ot 
— When we call to mind the“ w 
* Calamity that [lately] befel us; when he 
we conſider how unexpectedly it aroſe, “ th 


© how faſt ir gathered Strength, with in 
„ what Progreſs it advanced, and wharf? 1 
4 Deſolation it carried along with it © 


how in a few Hours ſpace it deſtroyed © 
* our Wealth and' Poſſeſſions, and the 
#* Means and Effects of our Induſtry 
Jon When we remember the ſudden, Alter =. 
7% SY 2 - | ration = 


7 = 
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FIRE at Blandford: 


bours and Friends, driving out many of 
them naked and deſtitute; depriving, 
them in an inſtant of their Habitations 
and Employments, and leaving them 
utterly at a Loſs to provide for their 
daily Neceſſity, or where to lay their, 
Heads. 


gious Aſſemblies 3) that at that very 


Juncture, when we ſtood moſt in need. ©% 
of Aſſembling our ſelves together, ande 
of confeſſing and bewailing our Iniqui- 
ties, and of vowing a better Obedience 


for the Time to come, and of hearing, 
God ſpeak ——— by his Miniſters, that. 
at that very Juncture, I ſay, we were. 


deprived of theſe external Means both 


of Repentance and Confolation. When, 


we remember and conſider theſe Things, 


how juſtly may we apply to our ſelves, 
the Words of the Pſalmiſt, In Chaſten-, 


ing the Lord hath chaſtened me ; or, the, 
Lord hath chaſtened m2 ſore. © | 
But then the Words that 


no leſs applicable to .our Stare and. 


Condition than the former ; and ve, 


can with equal Juſtice and Propriery, 


lay, But be.hath not given me over unto 


4 Ye be 


* 


* Death. 


47. 
ration that [a few Hours] made in the; 
Condition and Fortunes of our Neigh- 


More eſpecially when we con-, 
ſider the Deſolation and Deſtruction 
that at the ſame Time, and by the ſame 
Means, befel the [Places of obr reli.” * : 


$-* 6 35 . 
follow are, 


% Me 


| e. 


8 


28 "4 _ / © of the | 
« Death. We can truly ſay, that he hatli 


cc 


Y diate and urgent Neceſſities of many 


cc 
cc 
cc 


4 . their Abundance; 3 and by theix Exam- 


Tc. 


a ſtanding Memorial of his Wrath to 


pte 1 


not dealt with us after our Sins, nor re- and 
warded us according to our Iniquiries ; . £ ſitio 
that he hath corrected us, but not 1n bis Con 


Anger, ſince in the Midſt of Judgment ih 
be remember'd Mercy. Though the 
Flames were fierce and dreadful, yet he 


a Ci 
that 
#*© Sov 


did not overthrow us, as he did the Ci- q * his 


ties. of Sodom and Gomorrah, nor make us tou 


* ſeri 
all ſacceeding Ages; but as a moſt ten- 3 ove 
der and compaſſionate Father, he had * Co! 
Mercy on us; and as ſoon as he ſaw 4 e 2 
our Adverſity he was moved to pity W8* 

and commiſerate our Diftreſs.. Mor c 
were the Hearts and Hands that he “ ye 
then opened; many and gracious were B+ tor 
the refreſhing Showers that he then b; Ch 
poured down upon our Heads; and . x; 
by the ſpeedy. and liberal Contributions 
that were then raiſed, were the imme- % 


poor Sutterers ſupplied, and they in a k Divi 
** Meaſure preſerved from Hunger, Cold, 


and Nakedneſs ; Evils, which after o l ed 
* deplorable a Calamity ſeem'd almoſt AY bals 
W beroidable. 3 of the higheſt | fy 
Rank, and in the moſt eminent Stati- W 

ous, did not think it beneath their 

© Digoity to take pity on us, to beſtow iſ fe 6 
to the Relief of our Neceſſities, out of 7 Fribs 


a d 
* . . 
. 


ble, 
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hath ple, Authority, apd Intereſt, to excite: 
T re- and promote the like ' generous Diſpo- 
ties z ſition in others. And what greater 
n his * Comfort and Conſolation under ſo ſore 
ment t a Calamity could we wiſh for or deſire, 
1 the than to have our preſent moſt gracious 
et he , Sovereign, his illuſtrious: Conſort (and 
e Ci- e his Highneſs the Prince of Wites] 
ke us „ touched with a lively Senſe of our Mi- 
h to te ſeries and Misfortunes, and their Hearts: 
ten“ overflowing in Streams of Pity and: 
had: 8* Compaſſion, of Bounty and Liberality: 


ſaw 1 towards us; thereby ſatisfying the 
Pty g empty Soul, and filling the hungry Soul 
lany t with Goodneſs; and in their Perſons 

he e verifying what the Prophet Jſaiab had 
dere g long before uttered concerning the. 
ve Church in its moſt flouriſhing Eſtate, 


3M Kings ſhall be thy Nur fing Fathers, - and 


ions Queens thy Nur fing Mothers . 


. 
me- But to come to a Conclufion of this ſad 
any Oe if after ſuch ſevere Strokes of the 
Pa - Divine Diſpleaſure which we have felt, and 
old, ter ſuch eminent Appearances of the Divine 


" 10. Woodnefs on our Behalf, we ſhould treſ- 


noſt 3 paſs yet more againſt the Lord, will not 
heſt he following Mark of Iaſamy be juitly ſer 
15 pon us, This is rnar BranprorD + To 


is preſent: Majeſty gave to the poor Sufferers 1000 "IP 
ie Queen 200 l. the Prince of Wales 100 l. to be di. 

; Pributed by the DireFion' of the Honowrable George 
Wodington, EY: = 


tow 
5 of 
m- 


le, cz prevent 


3s MA brief Account, &c. 
prevent which ighominious Brand, give 

me leave to ſubßein ſome ſerious Conſide- 
rations upon the Subject of Divine Provi- 
dence; which, with the Addreſs that fol- I 
lows, may, through the Divine Bleſſing, | 
be of Service to us all, if conſientioully AJ 
eo a by us. | 17 15 3 
NB Many other Particulars, remarkable | 8 
and Acting, to thoſe eſpecially who were | 
more immediately concerned in them, might 
have been inſerted here allo; but I have 
found my ſelf under a Neceſſiry. not only 1 
to omi them, but conſiderably to contract 
what I had at ft thrown. together, both 
in the foregoing Hiſtory: and the following 1 
Addreſs, that the Price may be eaſy to every, 
Buyer. 1 
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All are thy Servants.” 


fr TE HE Doctrine of a Providei? 10 
1 T fo reaſonable and comfortable 
0 * Te a Notion, that no one can well 
3 e forbear giving in to the Belief 

1 of it, or even wiſhing it to be 
Wrue; no one would chooſe to have it other 

? riſe, but thoſe whoſe Conſciences tell them, 

: Whey have by their Sins juſtly forfeited its 
Ware, Such may f dread the almight 


enn 


| - - the Parts of the Univerſe, that they clearly 


— 


Or Thoughts, we may trace the Footſteps 


"Gf Things, in their admirable Pependance 


fant Revolutions, and benign Influences 


| and Vegetables in their ſurprizing- aad 
beautiful Formation, Preſervation, and Suc- 


_ SERMON — at 


overnor of the World, who can makes: if e pr 
he ſees fitting, the meaneſt of his Creatures, Whem 
or the moſt uſefal, Inſtruments of their Ruin: Wiſerte: 

No wonder that the Epicureans denied a 4 Deep, 
Pr ovidence; who ridiculouſly imagined the Whereit 
World was formed by Chance. Could we WMeflux 
believe the one we might conſiſtently deny the | q _ 
other: Whereas © Confuſion (as one ob- 
© ferves) is the Effect of Chance, but Order 

« the Product of Art and Induftry.” Now ar in 
Order and Harmony are ſo evident in all Me wil 
Sf rej 
/ dental 


r1le 2 


point out a deſgning, governing Cauſe. Which | 
Way ſoever we turn our Eyes, or employ 


4 


Wiſdom in the amazing Formation 


I 
1 
* 
j 


ne upon another, and in their general 
and known Uſefulneſs. If we look to the 
Heavens above, the glorious Luminaries 3 
there: together with their ſteady and con- 


upon us, plainly beſpeak the conſummate W 
Wiſdom and Skill of the great Architect. 
If we traverſe the Earth on which we live, 
take a View of the various Animals 


ceſſions, theſe all proclaim aloud their wiſe the 
and great Author, and his ſuperintending . e 
e Yea, when we dig into the co 
ens the Earth, ſuch uſeful Materials ⁵ Cl 


are 


1 
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* 
5; ihre produced from thence, as bring with 
ares, hem new Proofs of the Doctrine here 


um gerted. Again, if we deſcend into the 
ed i Deep, the Sea, with the Things that are 
| the herein, together with its conſtant Flux and 
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World was made by Chance, L could 
much more believe him, if he ſhould tell 
me that Henry the Seventh's Chapel, in 
aces BY Weſtminſter, was not huilt by any mortal 
iate Man, but the Stones did grow in thoſe 
tect. Forms into which they ſeem to us tobe 
ive, cut and graven; the Stones, and Tim- 
nals ber, and Iron, and Brafs, and all the 
and' other Materials, came thither by Chance, 


58 


Juc- . and upen a Day met all happily toge- 
miſe ther, and put themſelves into that deli- 
ing WF cate Order in which we ſee them fo cloſe 
the Wi. compacted, that ic muſt be a great 


Jals 


A | in. w is 
wal Chance that parts them again. Neu! 


2 7 85 E 
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it not much eaſier to imagine how a Wis Ser 
* $kilful Workman ſhould raiſe a Building, Mleave 
than how Timber and Stones, and how un, 
* that Variety of Materials, which is re-MPith a 
© quired to a great and ſtately Building, 1 aſſeth 


* ſhould meet together all of a juſt Big- gory 
Lord 


cc 


- neſs, and exactly fitted, and by Chance 


take their Places, and range themſelves Mbſolu 
into that Order.“ | ho is 
The Doctrine of Providence is plainly re- Hures 
veal'd in Scripture, and what every ſincere Nhe g 
Chriſtian accounts himſelf vaſtly indebted i 1onal 
to God for. This great Truth, ſo much {Wnanir 
the Comfort of all good Men, the Pſalmiſt Meris, 
plainly aſſerts in the Words of my Text; Me t“ 
They continue this Day according to thine Ordi- 4 ut um 
wances: For all are thy Servants, i. e. as ill 
God made the Earth by his Power, eftabliſhed lea 
the World by bis Viſdom, and ſtretched out the 8 Ne 


Heavens by his Diſcretion ® ; ſo they abide MPelig 
according to the Divine Appointment to 
this Day: And they not only remain as a 
manifeſt and convincing Proof of the Be- 
ing of God, and as a ſignal Diſplay of his 
glorious Perfections in their firſt moſt / 
beautiful and harmonious Formation; but 
they continue this Day according to his 
Ordinances, that he may uſe and employ 
them to fulfil the wiſe and righteous Pur- fp 
poſes of his providential Government, in the if 
1 Ages of the World; For all are 
2 Fr. X. 12, Nen 2 e ü 
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bis Servants ; all are his Servants, i. e. the 
Heaven, the Earth, and the Seas; the 
Sun, the Moon, and the Stars ; the Earth 
with all that is thereon, and whatſoever 
OL through the Paths of the Seas, are obe- 
Wicnt to the ſovereign Will of their great 
AT ord and Creator: O God ! thou art the 
Sbſolute and ſole Lord of the Univerſe ; 
Who is a God like unto thee ! All thy Crea- 
Wures from the higheſt to the loweſt, from 
| The greateſt to the meaneſt, whether ra- 
jonal or irrational, whether animate or 
Nnanimate, ſhall obey thy Voice; Ut. ſervi . 
WHeris, as Servants their Maſters : + For all 
re thy Servants ; obediunt & adſunt tibi ad 
' þ utum* ; a Word, a Look, a Nod of thine, 
Pin make them all ſwife to fulfil ty 
Pleaſure. 
Now that I may the beater e the 
== of this Day, I ſhall ſhew, 


I. That the Divine Providence extends 
to all Parts of the Creation. 

II. That the ſeveral Parts of the Cen 
tion, as under his Direction, ſhall 
ſubſerve his Will and Pleaſure. 

III. How, or in what Manner the Pro- 
vidence of God makes uſe of them to 
accompliſh his Will. And, 

IV. What we may reaſonably fapanſs 
do be ſome of t the ſpecial Intentions of 
' » 2 Pool's Synop, Critic 81 * 
. Fro⸗ 0 
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Providence under any uncommon E- 


_ vents, relating to larger or leſſer So- 
cieties of Men, or to particular Per- 


ſons. Of theſe in their Order. ee 
| I. That the Divine Providence extends to al 0 04 
| ; Parts of the Creation. 2 zeings 
There is nothing but what comes under It 

his Cognizance and Care. He is every hat 
Way able to govern the World without hing 
any Difficulty, yea, with all poſfible Eaſe. eave 
None can controul him, or ſay, what doſt %. ( 
thou? He doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in the . 8 ol 
Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants W;-1, a 
4 of the Earth *. His Ability is manifeſt from 3 f, gu 
| his infinite Knowledge, Wiſdom, Power, bd 
| Patience and Immenſity. From whence 4 af 
| we may infer the Certainty of his univerſal 3 laces, 
Providence; eſpecially, when we conſider Mord! 
his overflowing Goodneſs, together with Ne Lor 
the near Relation he ſtands in to the whole As 
as the Creator of the World. All Thing: Mie no 
were made by him. We are all the Work of Ingels, 
his Hands; we are his Offipring *. The Un- Wo 1; 
concernedneſs of the Oſtrich for her young Weant 
Ones is mentioned as unnatural and cruel, uo S 
_ She fs harden'd againſt her young Ones, as WF then 
though they were not hers . Nothing renders ur 7 
a Man, eſpecially a Chriſtian, more in- Nad 4 
famous, than to be without natural A, FED 
P Dan iv. 23. Ich i. 3, Acts vii. 28: i Fer. 


T Job xxxix. 16. +l 
ion 
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E. tion, than not to provide for his own", If 
So- n y thing of this Nature be an Imperfection 
der- an irrational Creature, and a groſs 
Crime in a rational Creature, ſurely then 
very Thing of this Kind muſt be at an 
o ab finite Remove from the great Parent of all 
EBcings, in whom dwells every Perfection. 
ider It was owing to their Ignorance of God, 
very hat the Heathens imagined the leſſer 
nout hings of Life were not the Concern of 
caſe, | eaven. Magna curant Dii, parva negli- 
doſt nt, Cicero. But God knows all Things, 
the ls all Things; is every where preſent 
tant 3 ith all Things, and doubtleſs takes care 
rom f, guides and governs all Things. Am 7 
wer, By God at Hand, ſaith the Lord, and not a 
ence rod afay off ? Can any hide himſelf in ſecret 
erſal aces, that 1 ſhall not ſee him, ſaith the 
ſider Bord ! Do not I fill Heaven and Earth, ſaith 
with e Lord * / 
hole As the Providence of God extends to 
hing: Ie nobleſt Angel in the higheſt Heaven, 
ork of Wngels, Authorities, and Powers, are ſubject 
Un- into him”; ſo alſo to the moſt inſigni- 
oung eant Creature in this World. Are not : 
ruel, vo Sparrows ſold for a Farthing ? And one 
„ them ſhall not fall on the Ground without 
ders ur Father, But the very Hairs of your 
in- Bead are all numbered“. | 


2 Tim. iii. 3. » 1 Tim. v. 8. * Jer, xxiii. 23, 24. 


D The 
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The civth Pſalm throughout is a moſt] 
admirable Deſcription of the extenſive Pro- 


e deſÞ 


to 


vidence of God. There we find that thei ay: 
Heaven, the Earth and Seas, and all Thing rave 
that are in them, as they had their Exi-Hiiden. 


ſtence from him, ſo they have their abſo- their 
| lute Dependance on him. Theſe wait al U. 
upon thee, that thou mayſt give them their Meat Sinne 
in due Seaſon. That thon giveſt them they ga- oun! 
ther, &c. —— Thou takeſt away their Breath any 
they die. — ver. 27, 28. And if the Provi- who: 
dence of God extends to the more ignoblefMReſe 


Parts of the Creation, to the Birds of the As 
Air, to the Beaſts of the Field, and to the parts 
Lillie that grow there“; much more to his 
_ rational and ſuperior Creatures; and more II. 
eee ſpecially unto good Men, who are a Pan h 
== of bis own Family, bis Children, The Eyes of þ 
the Lord run to and fro throughout the who! 
= Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the Behalf fi H 
them - whoſe Heart is perfect towards him. Inft: 
And if we are by Chriſt's Order to be pe- tiona 
culiarly benevolent to his Diſciples ; 4 are 
we have Opportunity let us do good unto all com 
Men, eſpecially wnto them who are of the verc 
Horſhold of Faith ©; how much more will 1 


our Lord himſelf have his little Flock under 
vs peculiar Care. Yea, his particular 
Concern for theſe is urged as an Argu- 
ment againſt the ill Treatment of any, even 
the leaſt of them. Take heed therefore that 
Matt. vi. 28, 30. ® 2 Chron, xviig, © Gal, vi. 10. 


oy 
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e deſpiſe not one of theſ little Ones; for I ſay 
nto you, that in Heaven their Angels do al- 
ay behold the Face of my Father which is in 
hinge WHeaven © ; who as Miniſters of Divine Pro- 
Exi· Nridence ſtand ready to receive and execute 
abſo- their Commiſſion from God, to avenge the 
it al Wil Uſage his Children meet with from Men. 
Meat 5 Sinners, were they wiſe, would for their 
aß own lake, dread being unkind and cruel to 
eath any of the Servants of the moſt high God, 
rovi- Lohoſe Concern for them will procure his 
10blel i, Reſentment againſt their mercileſs Enemies. 
thei As the Divine Providence extends to ail. 


5 
0 mY Parts of the Creation, ſo 
) ni 


norem 


moſt] 
Pro- 
t the! 


Par under God's Direction, have, and ſhall 
yes of X fubſerve his Mill and Pleaſur e. — For all 
who! ; are thy Servants, 

USC Here I could produce a great Variety of 


im. 
per 
- AY 2 

all 
tel 


Inſtances to ſhew, that the rational, irra-" 


are all made uſe of as Inftruments to ac- 
compliſh the Divine Purpoſes in the Go- 
vernment of the World. 


will * 'To begin with the moſt excellent. The 
der glorious Inhabitants of Heaven, the An- 

ular els of God have been imployed by him 
gu- Þr this End: Thus they went and com- 
ven forted Jacob in his lonely and diſtreiled 


that 


1.10. Matt. xviii. 10. Gen: xXxvill 12. 


II. Theſe ſeveral Parts of the Creation, a 


tional, and inani mate Parts of the Creation: 91 


Condition *, . So an angelic Hoſt encom- 4 


r D 2 paſſed 2: 


Kean io 
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paſſed and ſecured Eliſha and his Servant, 
when they ſtruck their Enemies with Blind- 
neſs, and delivered them over to their 
Will *. The Angel of the Lord ſmote 
the Camp of the Myrians at his Command, 
even an hundred fourſcore and five Thouſand *, 
Are they nt all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth 3 
to miniſter jor them who ſhall be Heirs of Sal- 
vation? They do his Commandments, hearken- 


ing to the Voice of his Ward. They do his 
Pleaſure *, | 

The once exalted, but now moſt aban- 
doned Part of the Creation, even apoſtate 
Spirits, are forced to quit thoſe whom 
they poſſeſſed, when the Lord of all has 


| Purpoſes to ferve thereby worthy of 1 


himſelf, 


Good Men, under the Divine Influences, 'J 
are perſuaded to do their beſt to fulfil | 


.. God's Word; and bad Men, though againſt 


their Inclinations and Deſign, are ſo over- | 
ruled, as to help forward the Counſels of | 


the Almighty. O Aſſyrian, the Rod of mine 


Anger, and the Staff in their Hand is mine 


Indignation. Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, nei- 
ther doth his Heart thin ſo *. , 
The animate irrational Parts of the 
Creation, even the Birds and Beaſts of 


72 Kings vi. 17, 18. © 2 Kings xix. 35. Ifai. 
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47 
Prey, have been, and are at hand to ſerve 
the Purpoſes of his Providence, either to 
preferve his Servants, or puniſh his Ene- 


mies. Thus at God's Command the Ra- 
yens ! ſhall feed the Prophet Elijah u: The 
Lions ſhall fawn on Daniel whilſt they in- 
ſtantly devour his Accuſers", In the 
Time of Egypt's Plagues what Swarms of 
Inſects infeſt their Land at his ſovereign 
Word ! He ſpake, and there came divers ſorts 
of Flies, and Lice in all their Coaſts, He 


ſpake and the Locuſis came, and Caterpillars, 


and that without Number. If God pleaſes, 
by the Worms we tread under our Feet, 
the lofty Looks of Men ſhall be humbled, and 
the Haughtineſs of Men, yea, of Kings, ſball 
be brought down, even to the Duſt, An 
immediately the Angel of the Lord ſmote He- 
rod, becauſe he gave not God the Guy: 
And he was eaten of Worms and gave uþ the. 
Ghoſt . = Ps 
The inanimate Parts of God's Creation 
alfo have, and ſhall ſerve the Purpoſes of 


their abſolute Lord; For all are his Ser- 


wants. Thus the heavenly Luminaries, _ 
thongh they ordinarily obey the ſtanding 


| Cr, if by Ravens we are to underſtand ſome of 
the human Race, as ſome will have it, yet it was ow- 
ing to the ſame inter poſing Hand of God that they were 
fo kind and benevolent co his Servant Elijah, 
m 1Kings xvii. 4, 6. Pan. yi. 22, 24 fal. 
ev. 31, 34. b AG xii. 23. 


D 3 Laws 
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Laws of their great Maker, and keep 
their wonted Courſes, yet if the fulfilling 


his Will demands it, and a new Law be | 
iſſued forth from the Throne of Heaven, 
they inſtantly obey it, and ceaſe their 
Motion. Sun, ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon, 
and thou Moon in the Valley of Ajalon, And 
the Sun ſtood ſtill, and the Moon flayed*. The 


Stars, at God's bidding, in their Courſes 


Fought againſi Siſera", He has his Treaſures | 
cf the Snow, and Treaſures of the Hail, which | 
he hath referved againſt the Time of Trouble, 


againſt the Day of Battle and War Thus 
we read, that the Lord caſt down great Hail- 


© * , ſtones from Heaven upon them, viz. the Amo- 
= - ' rites, unto Azekah, and they died. Storms 
| -,- 4and: Tempeſts ſhall riſe high, and rage 
':- © ,vetiemently, or huſh into Silence, at a 
= -: Word of Command from him. He gather- 
erb the Wind in his Fiſts", Thus our Lord 


rebuled the Wind, and ſaid unto the Sea, 
Peace, be ſlill: And the Wind ceaſed, and 
there was a great Calm. Fire and Water 
become raging and deſtructive, if ſuch be 
their Commiſſion from the eternal God. 
Theſe, as we commonly. obſerve, are good 
Servants, but bad Maſters; and yet even 
then, when they grow too powerful for 
our Reftraint, and bear down all before 
them, they are God's Servants, and ac- 
J Joſh. x. 12, 13. Judges v. 20. Job xxxvii. 22, 
23. .* Joſh, x. 11, Prov. xxx 4 * Mark iv. 39. 
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compliſh his righteous Purpoſes. By the 
one and by the other, God has deftroyed 


both Perſons and Places: And there came 
= down Fire from Heaven and deſtroyed Aha- 


7 ziah's Captain and his fifty'. By an Inun- 
dation * of the River Kiſhou the Enemies 
of God's Iſrael were deſtroyed- The Ri- 
ver Kiſhon ſwept them away, that ancient 
River, the River Kiſhon . As by the one 
God delug'd the old World, ſo by the 
other the preſent ſhall be conſumed : The 
Elements fall melt with fervent Heat ; the 
Earth alſo, and the Works that are therein, 
* ſball be burnt up. Te 
What Folly then, to make this God our 
Enemy, who can arm the whole Creation 
7 againſt us 3 and can make that which we 
daily uſe and need, to be the Inſtrument 
of our Deſtruction! Nay, who after he 
= bath killed has Power to caſt into Hel?! 
What Wiſdom to ſecure his Favour ! 


= 


An omnipotent Friend is moſt valuable. 


Y 2 Kings i. 10. 

Though we have felt the dreadful Effects of raging 
Flames; yet our Gricf was not renewed, nor were 
= we render'd inconfolable by a late unuſal Inunda- 


tion, as was a few Months paſt mentioned in a pub- 


lick Paper; that Account was utterly falſe. Indegd 
we deſerve new Marks of his Diſpleaſure, but bleſſed 
be God, he is Long-ſuſfering to us-ward, not willing 
that any ſbould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repen- 
zance, 2 Pet. ii. 9. DE EE 

a Judges v. 21. b 2 Pet. iii. 10. Luke xii. 5. 


4 The 
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The true Chriſtian is an happy Man 


him merciful Diſpenſations. 


Life. But to ſhe, 
III. How, or in what Manner the bleſſed 


ſeveral Parts of the Creation to ſubſerve 
his Pleaſure, 


Moſt certain it is, that God's Ways are 
in the Dark, and his Footſteps are not Enoun. 
We cannot enter into his Secrets, nor is:; 


it fit we ſhould. Who will ſay unto him, : Powe 


. what doſt thou”? Let thus much we may 
conclude, that he diſpoſes and manages 


all Things in Heaven and Earth, in or- 


der to anſwer the Ends of his Govern— 


ment, in a Way ſuitable to his own Na- 


ture, and agreeable to the Nature of his 
Creatures. 

1ſt, In a Way ſuitable to his own Na- 
ture. ; : 


9 Job ix. 12. h 


Though 


The God of Heaven and Earth is his 


Covenant God. The very Calamities he 
now ſhares in with others ſhall prove to 
Our light 4. 
fliction, ſays the Apoſtle, which is but for a 
Moment, worketh for us a far more exceedingÞ}* 
and an eternal Weight of Glory, May theÞ* 
obtaining his Love and Favour be the! 
Matter of our daily fervent Prayer, and“ 
be eſteemed by us the grand Concern of 


| „ : Vea 
God, in his Providence, makes uſe oftle] -- *? 


7 
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Though none can controul: or prevent 

bel bim from ſulfilling his Counſels; yet we 
de may be ſure that he always acts agreeable 
Af to his own moſt perfect Rectitude. When 


for of ve cannot perceive the Footſteps of Wiſ- 
din dom and Mercy; nay, can diſcern little 
* elſe than the Marks of Anger and dread- 


the] ful Ditpleaſure, and thereupon may be 
| ready to arraign his very Juſtice, yet we 
may be confident of this, that his Works 
are perfect, conformable to infinite Wiſ- 
dom, Juſtice, Compaſſion and Love. He 
72 is ſtill wiſe in Heart; juſt and rigbt is be *, 
| Yea, All the Paths of the Lord are Mercy and 
3 Truth, unto ſuch as keep bis Covenant and 
bis Teſtimonies f. 
% 245. In a Way agreeable to the Nature 
of the ſeveral Parts of his Creation: 


. | Here ſome may be conſidered as under 
Jim bis more abſolute Sway, having no rational 
may . Powers to conduct or determine them- 
ages ſelves: Others there are, who being indued 
or- Vith rational Powers, are capable of mo- 
ern- ral Government, and in the Divine Ma- 


Na- nagement and Diſpoſal of Things are 

conſidered as ſuch, without ſuppoſing any 
> ſuch Influences or Impreſſions as would 
| neceſſitate any of their Actions. However, 
he can and will over- rule all their Inten- 
tions, Counſels and Actions, fo as to pro- 
mote and accompliſh the wiſe, righteous, 

Deut. xxxii. 4. f Pal, xxv. 10. 


| and 
» . "_ - 
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and kind Purpoſes of his Providence by 
them. His Methods are too deep for us 
in many Things to fathom. Yet as ſome- 
thing of .the Mind and Will of God in his 
Diſpenſations is made known to us in Re- 
velation, this is what we may and ought 
diligently to inquire after. Which brings 
us to conſider, 


IV. What we may reaſonably ſuppoſe to le 
fome of the ſpecial Intentions of Provi- 
dence under any unuſual or uncommon 
Events, relating to larger or leſſer Socie- 
ties, or to particular Perſons, 

Unuſual, and moſt awful Events, how- 

ever effected, whether by the more imme- 

diate Hand of God, or by the Inftrumen- 
tality of his Creatures, whether the mot 

. exalted or the meaneſt of them, as they 
Fulfil the Mind and Will of God, Pr all 

are his Servants ; ſo they have their Mean- 

ing, their Language to us alſo : And fo 


far as God's providential Diſpenſations 


bear a Relation to his Kingdom of Grace, 
particularly as to the erecting or eftabliſh- 
ing of it in our Hearts, ſo far we are 
immediately concerned our ſelves ; and 
notwithſtanding the many knotty Intrica- 
cies that attend his Proceedings in other 
reſpects, for as the Prophet ſpeaks, Verih 
thou art a God that hideſt thy ſelf *; we yet 

$8 Iſai. xlv. 15. | | 
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very 
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ration 
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„ e 


| &t heart, employ our Minds agreeable to 


may humbly deſire to know the Meaning 
of them, ſo far as this Knowledge may 
help us the better ro underſtand our Duty, 
or to diſcharge it. This was the Concern 
of pious Job : I will ſay unto God, do not 
condemu me; ſhew me wherefore thou contendeſt 
with me. Though it would be daring 
Preſumption to deſire to know of God, 
what were his particular Reaſons, as the 
great Governor of the World, for laying in 
Aſhes almoſt a whole Town; or why this 
and that, and not ſome other; yet he will 
not take it ill at our Hands, if we, ha- 
ving his Glory and our ſpiritual Advantage 


| his Word and Will, in ſearching into the 
| Cauſes of his ſevere Diſpenſations towards 


very criminal and dangerous. 


us; nay, a total Neglect here would be 
Becauſe they 


regard not the Works of the Lord, nor the Ope- 


ration of his Hands, he ſhall deſtroy them, 


| and not build them up. 


Now the Providences of God may be ei- 
ther of a proſperous or an aftifive Kind. 


The Occaſion of our aſſembling together 
on this Day inclines me at preſent to 


treat only of the latter. 
When the Events of Providence fare 


very ſevere and afflictive, no one can que- 
Zion but that God intends ſome weighty. 


and uſeful Inſtruction by them. And it 
: h Job x. 2. AY 5 3 a . 
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18 A SERMON preached at 
becomes us diligently to enquire what this 
is. And, 

1. God's ordinary Deſign in ſuch awa- 
kening Diſpenſations is to correct and pu- 
niſh Perſons for their Sins, 

Though it does not follow, becauſe we 
have been greater Sufferers than others, 
that therefore we are greater Sinners; yet, 
had we not been Sinners we had not been 
Sufferers. Had we not provoked the Lord 
to Anger by our Iniquities, we had not 
been in ſuch deſolating and low Circum- 
Rances as we lately were, and as ſome yet 
are. Thus the Prophet ſpeaks, Dur Ini- 
quities have turned away theſe Things, and 
your Sins have with-holden good Things from 
you *, As Afliftion cometh not forth of the 
Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring out of the 
Ground * ; ſo the bitter Root they ſpring 
from we are told is Sin. Shall I not vifit for 
theſe Things, ſaith the Lord Shall not my 
Soul be avenged ou ſuch a People as this '! 
Fools, becauſe of their Trauſgreſſions, and be- 
cauſe of their Tniquities, are afflicted v. 
Our Sins, our Iniquities doubtleſs, pro- 
cured our Diſtreſſes. O Iſrael! O Bland- 
ford ! thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf. When we 
behold Towns and Villages laid waſte and 
deſolate, though we ought not haſtily to 
conclude they were Sinners more than 


4 Jer. v. 25. K Job v. 6. I Ter, v. 29. 
m Pſal, cvii. 17. | Ws 74.39 


2 others, 
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others, yet we ſhould always conclude, 


that Sin lieth at the Door. If any think other- 


8 3 7 


wiſe, it is owing to their wretched Stupi- 
dity, and groſs Ignorance of the Nature 


of Sin, the Nature of God, or the Con- 
tents of the Bible. Would to God we were 


more deeply ſenſible of our Sins, the God- 
© provoking Cauſe of our Ruin; and that we 


could more feelingly ſay, Rivers of Waters 
run down our Eyes, becauſe we have not kept thy 
Lau“! 


2. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 


another Thing God intends by ſuch auful 
and alarming Providences, is to convince 
Men more fully of the Uncertainty and 
| Inſufficiency of earthly Enjoyments. 


Experience plainly tells us, how prone 


vue are to ſet our Hearts inordinately on the 


| Things that are ſeen. 


We are too apt, in our 
Proſperity, to think, if not to ſay, we ſhall 


; never be moved. And under this vain Con- 
| ceit we ſuffer our Affections to take too faſt 
{ hold of Things that are fleeting and periſh® 


ing. So that a wiſe and good God fees it 


ſometimes neceſſary to correct us in ſuch a 


Manner, that we may learn by his Rod, 
what we might and ought to have learnt by 
his Word, viz. Vanity of Vanity, all is Va- 
nity*; and, That Man at his beſt Eſtate is 
altogether Vanity . One Hour he is in flou- 


* Pfal, erir. 136. ® Pfal. xxx. 6. 5 Ecclef. i. 1. 
8 Plal, X XXII, 5. | | 
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riſhing Circumſtances, ready to ſay, Sou}, 
#hou haſt much Goods laid up for many Tears ; 
tale thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry r. 
The next, perhaps, he hath not enough 
left to ſatisfy the Cravings of Nature, or 
to furniſh him with the Neceſlaries of Life, 
Ah! Who would ſet their Hearts on that 
awhich is not? which is but a little Remove 
from nothing, even when in our ſwelling, 
tho' vain Imagination, it appears to be ſub- 
ſtantial Riches. Seeing then we have had 
ſuch a flagrant, and one would hope con- 


wincing Proof of the Inſtability and Empti- Þþ 


neſs of all earthly Comforts, let us from 
hence learn to rejoice as if we rejoiced not, to 
weep as tho we wept not, to buy as tho' we poſ- 
ſeſſed not; for the Faſhion of this World paſſet! 
away. | 

3. By ſuch calamitous Events God may 
deſign to try the Charity of Men; and this 
both as it is oppyſed to Cenſure and raſh 
Judgment; and as it includes Liberality and 
Beneficence, 

(I.) As it is oppoſed to Cenſure and raſ# 

udgment. | 

Though God afflits Perſons, Families 
or Places, and that in an unuſual Way, yet 
we muſt not for this Reaſon onh infer, that 
they are marked out by Heaven for Sinners 
above all others, left we offend God, and add 
Affliction to the afflicted by ſuch unchari- 

| b Luke gil, 29. | 
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table Surmiſes; yet when Men ſhall com- 
mit Crimes ſo infamous, as well as notori- 
” ous, that theſe loudly proclaim the Cauſe 


of their Sufferings ; as in the Cafe of Sodom; 
or when ſome remarkable and ſignal Cala- 
mities ſhall overtake knowz mercileſs, and 


» cruel Perſecutors, in their helliſh and bloody 


Purſuits : in ſuch Inſtances, ic would be no 
breach of Charity to ſay, that God made 
them Examples of Terror to thoſe that after 
ſhould live wngodly. But then in other Caſes 
our Charity ſhould prompt us to put a 
milder Interpretation upon God's Dealings 
with Men, and incline ns to pronounce 
them rather corrective than judicial. This 
was the Doctrine our Saviour taught, when 
he was on Earth, to prevent or cure this 


cenſorious Temper, and to let us ſee we cannot 
be blameleſs if we indulge it. There were pre- 
| ſent at that Seaſon ſome that told him of the Ga- 


lileans, whoſe Blood Pilate had mingled with 


their Sacrifices, And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid 
| unto them, ſuppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were 


Jizners above all the Galileans, becauſe they 


| ſuffered ſuch Things ? 1 tell you nay. Or thoſe 
| Eighteen upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell, 
and flew them, think ye they were Sinners above 
| all Men that dwelt in Jeruſalem? 1 tell you nay*. 


Let Perſons that are remarkably chaſten- 


| ed of the Lord be as ſevere as they will in 


Judgipg themſelves, few are in danger of ex- 
Luke xitl, 1, 6. 


E 2 ceeding 


2, 


ATF FRY SCI WS tor 
r —— 


— 


— — 


2 "% Bag > 1 
- — 


9 

*. ws * > 
* * as 

_ gc 


3 


29 
7 
% 


— See 


2 9 
— . 9 


— 4 * 4 


* 262A > © 'F. 
nn 
* 1 
- =y S 


52 CA SERMON preached at 
ceeding here. But let others, out of Pity to 
the Afflicted, and from a Senſe of their own 
Frailty and Miſcarriages, be more modeſt ; 
Judge not, that ye be not judged, 

I would not be thought to intimate by 
this, as if I imagined, we were not deſer- 


wedly corrected of God for our Sins; no, 8 
Jure I am, that God hath puniſhed us leſs than 


our Iniquities deſerve ; and that our Calami- 
ties, great as they are, don't call us to ſuit- 
able Repentance and Humiliation. 
would not have other Towns or Places think 
they are ſo far inferior to us in Wickedneſ; 
as to be themſelves out of danger. Our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour intended to rouſe in Men very 


different Thoughts and Apprehenſions in 
the Place juſt now named. I tell you nay; 


but except ye repent, ye ſhall likewiſe periſh. 


But more to this Purpoſe will be mentions 


ed in a following Particular. 


_ (z.) As it includes Liberality and Benefi- | 


cence, 

The Miſeries of ſome are intended by 
Providence as an Opportunity to prove the 
Charity of others; in extraordinary Calamities, 
by their extraordinary Supplies, Such were 


our Calamities, and ſuch has been the Li- { 


berality of our Fellow- Chriſtians, Our 

great Trial of Affliction abounded unto the Riches 

of others Liberality; for to their Power, ye, 

Jome beyond their Power ", were willing of them- 
© Match, vii. 1, V 2 Cor, viii. 2, 3, 4. 


ſelves, 


Bur IF 
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| ſelves, deſiring thoſe who took upon them 
the kind Office of collecting others Chari- 


ty to receive their Gifts. This Forward- 


a neſs was diſcover'd in many Places. Thanks 
e unto God for his unſpeakable Gifts *; and to 


Men we owe the moſt grateful Returns. 

4. By the awful and ſevere Trials of ſome; 
God intends a Warning to others. 

So kind is the bleſſed God in his Nature, 
ſo merciful in his Intentions, that when 
maintaining the Honour of his violated moſt 


* righteous Laws, requires him to puniſh 
* ſome, he hereby intends alſo to give Warn- 


ing unto others; this the Apoſtle aſſerts when 
he ſays, that with many of the Iſraelites God 
was not well pleaſed ; for they were overthrown 
in the Wilderneſs. Now theſe Things were our 
Examples, to the Intent we ſhould not luſt after 


evil Ti hings, as they alſo luſted. Neither be ye 


Idolaters, as were ſome of them, Neither let 
us commit Fornication, as ſome of them commit= 
ted, and fell in one Day three and twenty Thou= 


| ſand, Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of 


them alſo tempted, and were deſtroxed of Ser- 
pents, Neither murmur ye, as ſome of them 
alſo murmured, and were deſtroyed of the De- 
ftroyer. Now all theſe Things happened unto 
them jor Enſamples : And they are written for 
our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the 
World are come, IWherefore let him that thinks 
eth he ſtandeth take heed leſt be fall. 


r 2 Cor, ix. 15, J 1 Cor. x. 5— 12. 
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ceeding here. But let others, out of Pity to 
the Afflicted, and from a Senſe of their own 


the k 

Frailty and Miſcarriages, be more modeſt; ¶ ty to 
Judge not, that ye be not judged, ” neſs 
I would not be thought to intimate by 3e un! 
this, as if I imagined, we were not deſer-Þ® Men 
vedly corrected of God for our Sins; no, 4. 
Ture I am, that God hath puniſhed us leſs than God 


our Ini quities deſerve ; and that our Calami-#®' 80 
ties, great as they are, don't call us to ſuit-Þ ſo m 
able Repentance and Humiliation. But II main 
would not have other Towns or Places think right 
they are ſo far inferior to us in Wickedneſ | ſome, 
as to be themſelves out of danger. Our bleſ : ¶ ing u 
Ted Saviour intended to rouſe in Men very he Cl 
different Thoughts and Apprehenſions in «yas ; 
the Place juſt now named. I tell you nh; jn th 
but except ye repent, ye ſhall likewiſe periſh. Fxa: 
But more to this Purpoſe will be mention - 
ed in a following Particular. X 

(.) As it includes Liberality and Benef- ] yu, ce 


cence, ted, 

The Miſeries of ſome are intended by ſand 
Providence as an Opportunity to prove the them 
Charity of others; in extraordinary Calamities, ¶ pent 
by their extraordinary Supplies. Such were alſo 
our Calamities, and fuch has been the Li- Proy 
berality of our Fellow- Chriſtians. Our | then 


great Trial of Afliction abounded unto the Riches our 
of others Liberality; for to their Power, yea, MM Wu 

ſome beyond their Puwer ", were willing of them” et 
t Matth. vii. 1. V. Cor. viii. 2, 3, 4. * 
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ſelves, deſiring thoſe who took upon them 
the kind Office of collecting others Chari- 
ty to receive their Gifts. 
neſs was diſcover'd in many Places. Thanks 
he unto God for his unſteakable Gifts * ; 
Men we owe the moſt grateful Returns. 
4. By the awful and ſevere Trials of ſome; 
God intends a Warning to others. 
So kind is the bleſſed God in his Nature, 
ſo merciful in his Intentions, that when 
maintaining the Honour of his violated moſt 
righteous Laws, requires him to puniſh 
\ ſome, he hereby intends alſo to give Warn- 
ing unto others; this the Apoſtle aſſerts when 
he ſays, that with many of the Iſraelites God 
was not well pleaſed ; for they were overthrown 
Now theſe Things were our 
Examples, to the Intent we ſhould not luſt after 
evil Things, as they alſo luſted. Neither be ye 
Idolaters, as were ſome of them, Neither let 
us commit Fornication, as ſome of them commit= 
ted, and fell in one Day three and twenty Thou= 
ſand, Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of 
them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed of Ser- 
Neither murmur ye, as ſome of them 
alſo murmured, and were deſtroyed of the De- 
flroyer. Now all theſe Things happened nnto 
them for Enſamples : And they are written for 
our Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the 
World are come, Wherefore let him that thinks 
eth he ſtandeth take heed leſt he fall“. 


* 2 Cor. ix. 15, J 1 Cor. x. 5— 12. 
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A jealous, juſt, and gracious God, would 
have thoſe that are in proſperous Circum- 
ſtances to obſerve the Calamities of others ; 
that they may avoid every Thing that has 
the leaſt Tendency to diſpleaſe and provoke 
him 3 do every Thing to obtain his Fa- 
vour ; yea, ſo obſerve his Dealings with 
others, that they may be prepared for 
whatever Diſtreſſes may overtake them, 
May every one learn from God's heavy 
Hand upon us, and we much more, not to 
oftend him who hath made us to drink of 
the Cup of his Wrath. 

5. Another Deſign in ſuch Providences 
is to teach us the better to commiſerate 
others in their calamitous Circumſtances. 

A Tenderneſs of Spirit is ſuch a charita- 
ble Temper of Mind that 'tis worth gain- 
Ing, though it be by our enduring ſharp 
Afflictions. The Treaſures of the Mind 
are vaſtly preferable to all the unſatisfacto- 
Ty and periſhing Riches of the World. 
We hereby more reſemble the God of 
Love; who in all our Afﬀtifions is aflifted * ; 
who is full of Compaſſion and gracious *. 

We have found the Need of others moſt 
compaſſionate Regards for us; and ſhould 
bave thought it hard to have wanted their 
Pity, their Help, and their Prayers. Their 
Abundance has been a kind Supply to our 
Wants. May their Favours beſtowed on 
ia. Intii, g, Pſal. Ixxxvi. 15. * 2 Cor. viii. 14. 
. us, 
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us, ſo liberal, and ſo ſeaſonable, beget and 
eſtabliſh in us a tender and benevolent 
Temper towards others. Should any of 
our late bounteous Friends, or others, be 


in ſad Diftreſs (from which God preſerve 
them) and we hereafter able to help them, 
it would argue Hearts harder than Rocks, 
| ſhould we not be thus diſpoſed. Or ſhould 
wie want Ability, a Tenderneſs towards them 

in their Diſtreſſes is ſuch a Temper which 
| Perſons ſo afflicted as we have been, ſhould 
carefully cheriſh. Every Thing of Hard- 
| neſs and Severity towards others, in us, 
| muſt be peculiarly aggravated, conſider- 


ing what melting, ſoftning Providences we 
have been under, It was ſaid by God of 
old Time, Thou ſhalt neither vex a Stranger, 
nor oppreſs him.. And if not a Stranger, 
much leſs one of the ſame Nation or Place, 
or one that has been a Fellow-Sufferer with 
our ſelves; For ye were Strangers in the Land 
of Egypt. And again, Thou ſhalt not oppreſs 
a Stranger: For ye know the Heart of a Stran- 
ger, ſeeing ye were Strangers in the Land of 
Egypt“. | 

All afflictive Providences, as they ſhould 
prove a Means of encreaſing our Faith and 
Patience, ſo of begetting in us more of that 
Chriſtian Meekneſs and Felow-feeling, which 
would be very ornamental to our Profeſ- 


ſion. We ſhould hereby learn to put on 


© Exod. XXII. 21. 0 Exod, Ixiii. 9. 
_  Bowels 
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Bowels of Mercies ©, and to weep with thoſe 
that weep *, | 

5. We may reaſonably ſuppoſe that by 
ſuch awful, Providences, God further in- 
tends to mind us how much it is our Inte- 
reſt as well as Duty, to ſeek after a more 
durable Good ; even an Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and that fadeth not away. 

We have ſeen an End of all Perfefion *, 
We were ſituated in a pleaſant and an 
agreeable Place; we had Houſes full of 
good Things; we were poſleſſed of many 
Comforts of Life; but alas! how ſoon were 
we ſtript of all! And what is the Inference 
we ſhould draw from hence? What Uſe 
does God expect we ſhould make of it? No- 
thing leſs than this ſurely, (which God 
grant) that ſeeing our late earthly Houſes, li- 
terally ſpeaking, were ſo ſuddenly and ſur- 
prizingly laid in Ruin, that we make ſure 
of an unalienable Claim to a Building of God, 
"Houſes not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heaven. 

And as we were thus unexpectedly turned 
out of our Habitations by the great Lord of 
all; ſo many other good Things alfo, which 
we were loath to part with, were quickly 


and irreſiſtibly ſnatched from us; how high- 


ly reaſonable then is it, that we learn from 
hence to lay up our main Stock, our Trea- 


Col. iii. 1z, f Rom, xii. 15. 5 Pſal. cxix. 96. 
22 Cor. v. 1, | 


1 ſares 
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| ſures in Heaven, where they will be for 


ever ſafe and ſecure from the Reach of 


all waſting and deſtructive Accidents. 
| There no Thief can approach; nor Flames 
| devour and waſte. = 7 


7. Another Deſign of ſuch melancholy 
Providences may be, more fully to ſatisfy 


us of the ſolid Supports, and real Plea- 
ſures, which Religion affords us. 


Many faithful Servants of God have 


found the ſweeteſt Comfort in the moſt 
| afflicted Parts of Life. As their Afflicti- 
ons have abounded, ſo has their Conſola- 
tion alſo. When the bleſſed God has by 


ſome ſevere Providences convinced them 
of the Emptineſs of earthly Enjoyments, 
then has it pleaſed him to fill them with 
Joy and Peace in believing '= When the 
World has failed them their God has not, 
but has been a preſent Help in Trouble. 
When the Streams have been cut off they 
have been more readily inclined to ſeek 
to the Fountain, and thence have drawn 
Waters of Refreſhment. Knowing in them- 
ſelves that they have in Heaven a better and 
enduring Subſtance * ; they have taken the 
more patiently, yea, joyfully the ſpoiling of 
their Goods, And ſeeing it was the Lord 
of all that did it, whoſe Right cannot be 
diſputed, and their Lord, who, as he is 


? Rom. xv. 13, * Heb, x. 34. 


Head 
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Head of the Univerſe, ſo alſo Head ov; 
alt Things for the Good of his Church \, and 
who chaſtens whom he loves, they will nei- 
ther reſiſt his Will nor ſuſpe& his Love. 
What was the Language of the holy Pſal- 
miſt > is good for me that I have been af- 
flifted, that I might learn thy Statutes And 


then adds his Reaſons for it, the Law of 


thy Mouth is better unto me than Thou ſands of 
Gold and Silver. 

The Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
the Hopes of the Divine Favour, through 
the Merits and Mediation of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; the Witneſs of God's Holy 
Spirit ; the believing Views of a glorious 
World, have yielded to many the moſt re- 
viving Comfort, even when under the moſt 
depreſſing worldly Calamities. This the 
pious Pſalmiſt knew, and therefore, pray- 
ed, When my Heart is overwhelmed, lead me 
to the Rock that is higher than 1. Happy 
Soul! that can ſay in the Words of the 
Prophet, Although the Fig-Tree ſhall not bloſ- 
Jom, neither Fruit be in the Vine, and the 
Fields ſhall yield no Meat, &c. yet I will re- 
Joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
Salvation . 

8. and Laſtly, God by ſuch ſad and au- 
ful Events may intend to quicken us in our 
Preparations for a better World. 

| Eph. i. 22. m Pal. cxix. 71, 72, n Pſal. 
Isi, 2. Hab. xiii, 17, 18, 5 
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Seeing after all our utmoſt Pains and 


Labour in gathering together the good 
Things of this Life, and pleaſing our 


ſelves with the Hope of a long Enjoyment 


of them, theſe may by ſome unexpected, 
and ſad Turn of Providence, be ſuddenly 
| ſnatched from us, what is the Uſe that 
| every one of us ſhould make of it? Learn 
hence, O my Soul, ſeeing here is no conti- 
| uuing City, to ſeek one to come. Lord help 
me, by the powerful Influences of thy Holy 
Spirit, to be more diligent than ever in 
| uſing aright every Talent; in improving 
precious Time ; in getting ſome Good 
from every Occurrence of Providence; 
in ſeeking for Strength and Comfort from 
| every Ordinance ; that hereby thou mayſt 
be help'd on with more Speed and Plea- 
| ſure in thy Way to that better World 


above, where there remains a Reſt to the 


| People of God. Here's nothing I can long 
| call my own ; above there are Riches that 
| can never be loſt ; a Building that can ne- 
ver be deſtroyed ; an Inheritance undefiled 
and eternal; living Fountains of Joy; Plea- 
| ſures for evermore; a Crown of Glory that 
| fadeth not away ©; a City that hath Founda= 
tions, whoſe Builder and Maker is Gd 
| There dwells my Saviour, my God. 


o Heb, xiii. 14. ” pet. 


7 Heb. iv. 9. 


Would 


50 A SERMON preached at | 
Would to God, that I, and others alſo, Ap a 
may be ſo happy as to make Choice of 2255 
theſe for our Portion and everlaſting 
All. | 
When once by Divine Grace we are 
become ſo wiſe and happy, as to make 
theſe our Choice, and are made meet for 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, then 
we ſhall have nothing very ſad to fear, 
whilſt we remain in this gloomy World, 
ſeeing nothing very ſad can befal us that 
can touch our main Intereſt, All that re- 22 
mains to make us as happy as we can be 
at preſent, is to be daily providing for 
the Heavenly State, to have our Claim to 
the promi ſed Inheritance, the Purchaſe of 
our dear Redeemer's precious Blood, 
cleared up; then may we ftretch forth 
our moſt eager Deſires after the full Poſ- 
ſeſſion, impatiently longing to take our 
Leave of this diſappointing and finful 
Morld, that we may go and be with Jeſus, 
Then may we rejoice in the Hopes of 
"rhe Glory of God, being fully aſſured, that 
in our Father's Houſe are many Manfions *, 
and that our bleſſed Saviour is gone to 
prepare a Place for us. In the firm Belief, 
and pleaſing Expectation of which may 
we ſpend our few remaining Days, Look- 
ing for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorios 


John xiv. 2,3, 4, 


- 1 


Blandford, June 47” 1735. 61 
great God and our Sa- 


Appearing of the 

viour Jeſus Chrift *, when he will 

us to himſelf, that where he is we 
0 


* 5 


receive 
may be 


Now unto him that loved us, and waſhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood; and 
hath mage us Kings and Prieſts unto God 
and his Father, to him be Glory and Do- 


minion for ever and ever *. Amen, 
E © 1 6, * Rev. i. 5, 6, 
1 
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ADDRESS 
1 ;TO THE | 
INHABITANTS 
| O F 
BLANDFORD, 


HE melancholy and ſhocki 
878 Events of het TOA Der 


when Providence laid us in 


| SEN Aſhes, have been, as I have 


often obſerved, the grand To- 
pick of Converſation, My Deſign in the 
following Pages is not to pleaſe Men but 
God, who ſearcheth the Hearts. Bear 
with me therefore in dealing plainly with 


vou. I hope I ſhall offend none though I 


take the Liberty of applying to all, The 
* Almighty God hath ſpoken fo loudly to us 
that one cannot eaſily keep /ilence ; The Link 

hat 


Baths 
Spoken 


| Ip 
inſen 
all h 
fuch « 
Lang 
done 
Sach 


ſuffici 
great 
parti 
der 1! 
moſt 

neare 
the 07 
Impr 
fenlit 
Loſſe 
were 
each 

Appre 
Guilt 
laſtin, 
juſtly 
be, t 


bath roared, who will not fear? The Lord hath 
ſpoken, who can but propheſy ;;? oe 
I perſuade my felf, that none are-ntterly 
inſenſible of the Hand of God; and that 
all have made ſome juſt Reflections or 
fuch an awful Event, I] hope it has been the 
Language of every one's Heart, God hatfi 
done right but we have done 'wickedly, 
Such an Apprehenſion is proper, but not 
ſufficient. We ſhall make very little of our 
great Diſtreſs, unleſs we d: feend to a more 
particular Conſideration of our ſelves un- 
der it. Guilt, like Calamities, will affect us 
8 moſt when perfonally conſidered. The 
nearer we perceive our felves concerned in 
the one, or the other, the deeper will be the 
Impreſſion. In the one Cale we are ſoon 
, ſenſibly affected, I mean as to our perſonal 
Loſſes and Sufferings ; would to God we 
ing | were more feelingly affected with the other, 


Jay, each one with his own Sins. A confuſet. 


in Apprehenfion, and general Acknowledgment of 
ave Guilt, will not produce ſuch valüable and 
To- laſting Fruits as both God and Man may 
the jaſtly expect from us. There never will 


but be, there never can be, a real Repentance, 


ear till it becomes perſonal; till we are each of us 
vith M ſenſible of our own Tranſgreſſions, Thus the 
h1 Pſalmiſt, / acknowledge my Tranſgreſſions ; and 


The my Sin is ever before me d. That we may beſo 
us wiſe and happy, we muſt not only ſearch. 


Lion 2 Amos iii. 8. b Pal, li. 3. a U 
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64 An Addreſs to the 
and try our Ways, but conſcientiouſly fot- 
low the Example of pious David, Search 
me, O God, and know my Heart, try me, and 
know my Thougkts, aud ſee if there be any 
. wicked Way in me, and lead me in the Fay 
everlaſiing ©. And being thus by the Holy 
Spirit convinced of our own Sins, we ſhall 
hereby be the better diſpoſed to confeſs 
and bewail our Famih Sins, and the Sins 
of others alſo. And as there are certain 
Circumſtances in Affliction which have a 
plain and natural Tendency to bring Sin 
to Remembrance, and which therefore 
thoſe whoſe Minds are rightly informed, 
and whoſe Conſciences are truly tender, 
will be ready to obſerve, it becomes us to 
conſider, whether there are not ſome ſuch 
in our Calamity that may help to bring our 
Sins to Remembrance. 5 | | 
The Deſolation we all know was wniver- 
fal ; it touched us in every Thing almoſt 
that we valued and loved. Thus God 
ſtretched forth the Rod of his Anger, and 
deſtroyed our Habitations ; and at the ſame 
Time alſo deprived us of our worldly Sub- 
Pance ; the Loſs both of the one, and of 
the other, fat heavy on our Minds, and 
deeply affected us. Can we forbear from 
hence making ſome ſuch Reflections as theſe 
following: May not either our ſhameful 


Neglect of Family-Religion, or the Sins 


© Pal, exxxix. 23, 34. 


Inhabitants of Blandford, 6z 
JL of Lewdneſs and Intemperance, or other 
<> Tranſgreſſions that we were chargeable. 
ud with, provoke an Holy and Jealous God 
15 to ſay, of a Truth many Houſes ſhall be deſo- 
ay late, even once great and fair, without Iuba- 
ly bitant ©? God ſignified his Diſpleaſure 
all and Abhorrence of Jeruſalem's Sins by the 
15 Deſtruction of thoſe very Habitations in 


rs which they were committed; and they 
in Hall come and ſet Fire ou this City, and burn 
a it with the Houſes upon whoſe Roofs they have 
in offered Incenſe unto Baal, to provoke me to 
Te Auger. Again, is our Wealth waſted ? 
d, How was it gained? By Oppreſſion or 
er, Injuſtice? Has it not been uſed to main- 
to tain our Pride, to gratify our Luſts, or to 


ch indulge our Appetites? Have we em- 
ur ployed that Share of it in thoſe Ads of 

Piety and Charity which God expected, 
er- and others needed? We have ſuffered 


oſt allo ſeverely in our Perſons, Some you 
od know were at once hurried into Eternity; 
nd ethers were miſerably burnt to the Hazard 
me of their Lives; we were called to labour 
70 in the very Fire, and endured then as. 
of well as ſince many great Hardſhips and 
nd Inconveniencies. We cannot err, if we 
om ask our ſelves, were we not too» fond of 
eſe theſe our Periſhing Bodies? Too apt ta 
ful indulge our Eaſe? Grown too ſecure 
ins whilſt in dur Proſperity 2 Too forgetful. 
Th +© Iſa, vi. 8, 9 Jer. xxxii. 29. Jer, xix, 12, 13. 
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66 An Adareſs tothe 
of God, even ready to fay, the Lord will 
not do Good, neither will he do Evil *? Might 
not ſuch a Temper as this provoke God 
to fay, I will puniſh the Men that are ſettled 
on their Lee.: Another afflicting 
Circumſtance of this ſad Providence was 
this, that our public Buildings, vix. the 


Toun-Hall, and the Places of our Religious 


Worſhip, were burnt down and deſtroy'd: 


A Circumſtance that once affected us 


much, and may yet afford us ſome uſeful 
Reflections; from hence both Magiſtrates 
and Miniſters may take Occaſion to 1n- 
quire, whether by their Authority, Examples, 
Inftyuttions, and Reproofs, they duly en- 
deavoured the Suppreſſion of Immorality, 
and the Promoting pure Religion and unde- 
filed ? Whether they ſanGified God's Sab- 
bath themſelves, and did their beſt to- 


wards the preventing others from pro- 


faning his Holy Day, whether by their 
Employments of any kind, or by other 
1mmoral Practices? Yea, it becomes every 
one from hence to-conſider, whether they 
have not too often ſinfutly forſook the Mem- 


bling themſelves together, as the Manner of 


ſome iss? Or if we did attend the Places 
of publick Worſhip, was it with that Seriouſ- 
neſs, Gravity, Sincerity, Fear and Reverence, 
as Worſhippers of that God who is a 
conſuming Fire"? Did we not too often 
| ' Zeph. 1. 12s 5 Heb, x. 25. Þ Heb, xii. 29. 

| draw 


Inhabitants of Blandford, 67 
draw nigh unto him with our Mouth, and ha- 
nour him with our Lips, when our Hearts were 
far from him? | | 
. Having thus mentioned ſome Circumſtan- 
ces of our Calamity, and offered my Help 
toward our making ſuch Reflections as are 
pertinent to the preſent Caſe, that we may 
hence forth act that Part that becomes us 
as Men and Chriſtians, and which God 
and Man, under ſuch an awakening Provi- 
dence, expects from us, and thereby ren 
der our preſent Life as agreeable as it can 
be, conſidering the uncertain Nature of 
Things, and the reduced and ftraiten'd 
Circumſtances of many among us, and may 
the better provide for a bh/sful Eternity, 
give me leave to lay before you the fallows- 
ing Advice, : | 


I. Let us bleſs God that we, and moſt of 
dur dear Friends and Relatives, eſcaped 
with our Lives. | 

Some (as was before ſaid) were cut off 


fuddenly, and ſent into an awful' Eternity. 


The Calamity, had it been in the Night Seas 
fox, muſt, in all probability, have proved 
fatal to Multitudes of us; many more would 
have been bewilder'd and loſt in the Streets; 
others, in their Beds, might have ſlept 
their laſt, and awoke in an eternal World; 
fach as were impenitent, in queuceſs 
! Matt, xv. 8, 9. — 4 

' Flames, 


68 An Addreſi to ib 
Hlames, We therefore, eſpecially ſuch of 
us as were in the moſt imminent Danger, 
or that had our dear Children and Rela- 
tives moſt remarkably preſerved, ſhould 


unite in Praiſes to God, and ſay, Bleſs the 


Lord, O our Souls, aud all that is within us 
bleſs his holy Name, who redeemed our Lives 


' from Deſtruction. 


II. Religiouſly believe that this our ſore 
Calamity was from God. | 
Such an Apprehenſion of Things is pi- 
ous, and, I conceive, neceſſary to the right 
Improvement ot it: Infidelity in this Caſe 
will unavoidably leave Men in their old 
Impieties. There was hardly an J1zfidel in 
this Point to be found among us about four 
Tears ſince, I hope not one mw. We need 
not put this Matter on ſuch a caſual Foot 
as the Philiſtines did theirs with relation to 
the Ark of God, that they might know whe- 
ther their Calamity was from him, or whe- 


ther a Chance had happened to them. Tale 


the Ark of the Lord and fend it away, that it 
may go. Aud ſee, if it goeth up by the Way 


of his own Coaſt, to Bethſhemeſh, then he hath 


done this great Evil: But if not, then we ſha! 
know that it is not his Hand that ſmote us, it 
was a Chance that happen'd to us. Any 
Degree of Unbelief in us, who have 
the invaluable Privilege of a Divine Re- 

„ * 
W velation, 


ſhall ce 
Stubbl, 
uot de 
Flame 
diſcoy 
I Am 


„1 x 
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relation, is much more culpable than in 
them. | 

Impute not our unuſual Diftreſs wholly 
to ſecond Cauſes, Say not, Tar Firs could 


-never have begun in a worſe Place, where 


four Streets met. It could never have hap- 
pen'd in a worſe Seaſon, when there was 


little Water, a ſcorching Sun, and a ruffling 


Wind; or when there were more combuſtible 
Materials (which we had provided againſt 
the approaching Winter) nor could the 
Wind ever have ſtood in a worſe Point, All 
this is true, true indeed; for this was to be 
the Way, the Time, the Day of Deſolation, 
when the Lord faid, I will not again paſs by 
them any more. The Suddenneſs of it be- 
ſpake the Divine Reſentment, as if God 
had ſaid, I will go down and deftroy them 
at once. So furious was the Fire, that it 
was more like a Torrent of Flames than a 
gradual Burning: Yea, the Lord divided 
the Flames of Fire ®, ſo that our Habitations 
were quickly conſumed. Sudden Deſtru- 
ion is a Sign of God's hot Diſpleaſure 3 
as the Apoſtle obſeryes, Sudden Deſtruftios 
Hall come upon them”, Behold they ſpall be as 
Stubble: The Fire ſhall burn them; they ſball 
wot deliver themſelves from the Power of the 


Flame ©. The Univerſality of the Deſolation 


diſcovered the Divine Diſpleaſure; the 
Amos vii. 8, ®Pfal, xxix. 7. © 1 Thell. v. 3. 
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70 An Addreſs to the 
whole Town was ſoon laid in Ruins. We 
may here aptly apply the Words of the 
Prophet, Behold the Lord maketh this Place 
empty, and maketh it waſte,” and rurneth it up- 
fide down, and ſcattereth abroad the Inhabitants 
thereof. And it ſhall be, as with the People, 
fo with the Prieſt ; as with the Servant, ſo with 
his Maſter; as with the Maid, ſo with her 
Miſtreſs; as with the Buyer, ſo with the Sel- 
ler; as with the Lender, ſo with the Borrower ; 
as with the Taker of Uſury, ſo with the Giver ef 
Uſury to him. It ſhall be utterly emptied, and 
utter ſpoiled ; for the Lord hath. fſpcken tlis 
Word?. The particular Severity of our Af- 
fliction was another alarming Proof of 
God's furious Rebuke; for, as has been 
before obſerved, our Houſes were burnt, 
our Szubftauce waſted ; ſome were ſeorched 
to Death in the Streets, and others. loaded 
with that afflicting Diſtemper, the Small- 
Pox; thus Deep called unto Deep. And 
notwithſtanding all thoſe Depths of incon- 
folable Woe into which we were ſunk, are 
any yet willing to impute it to meer Chance 
or Accident; to the Fh or Careleſneſs of 
Perſons only, to any Cauſe rather than the 
true one? Certainly no other Account can 
be given of ſuch a Spirit as this in Men, 
than that they are unwilling to part with 
their Sins, and hate to be reformed. Be 
not deceived, God is not mocked ©, . The Pro- 
" 'P Ifa, xxiv. 1, 2, 3. 4 Pfal. xlii, 7. "Gal. vis . 
N | SES: vidence 


Ve vidence of God, and that for wiſe and juſt 
he Reaſons, is concerned in all Events. Sha# 
ice there be Evil in the City and the Lord hath not 
done it'? Thus ſaith the Lord, becauſe thy 
nts Sins were increafed I have done theſe Things 
ple, unto thee, Shall we not wiſely confider of 
ith © our Doings, in this our Day of Adverfay, 
her WW whereby we have provoked an holy and 
el righteous God to diſcover ſuch ſevere 
er ; Marks of his Diſpleaſure againſt us? This 
4 4 will lead us on to the next Particular. 
an | 
this III. Let us reckon it our indiſpenſable 
Af- Duty to confeſs our Sins, be grie ved for 
of them, and turn unto the Lord. BS, 
een The excellent Example of pious Ezra 
Int, demands our Imitation. 7 fell on my Knees 
hed and ſpread out my Hands unto the Lord my 
ded God, and ſaid, O my God, I am aſhamed, 
all- W and bliſb to lift up my Face unto thee my God, 
Ind for our Iniquities are increaſed over our. Heads, 
on- and our Treſpaſſes grown up uuto the Heavens, 
are W Confeſſion of our Sins to God is included in 
auce the very Nature of true Repentance J 
; of W ſaid 7 wil confeſs my Tranſereſſions unto the 
the Lord“. It ought to lie much at our Hearts, 
can that we have a true and genuine Sorrow for 
len, our Sins, even that Sorrow which worketh Re- 
with pentance to Salvation not to be repented of 7. If 


we remain inſenſible of our manifold Tranſ- 


- Amos 11.6, Jer. xxx. 12—15. Y Ezra ix. 3, 6. 
Pfal. Xxxii. 35. 2 Cor. vii. 10. ea 
WR | 


greſſions, 
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52 An Addreſs to be 
greſſions, unaffected with them, and are not 
aſhamed before God on the Account of 
them, it muſt argue an uncommon Degree 
of Impiety. Mere they aſhamed when they had 
committed Abomi nation? Nay, they were not at 
all aſhamed, neither could they bluſh *. Harden- 
ed Creatures! Can we forbear Bluſhing 
under a deep Senſe of our Sins? Let us 
dread to have that grievous Complaint 
lodged againſt us mentioned by the Pro- 
phet, No Man repented him of his Wickedneſs, 
Jaying, What have I done? On the contra- 
'Ty, it ſhould be the Language of our 
Hearts, We have greatly offended thee; 
O God, Wherefore we abhor our ſelves, and 
repent in Duſt and Aſhes", Being thus by 
Divine Grace brought into a penitent 
Frame, let us take hold of this happy Op- 
n in the moſt ſerious and ſolemn 
Manner, to renounce all our Sins, and to 
lay our ſelves under the ſtrongeſt Re ſolu- 
tions of Amendment. When King Heze- 
tiah was conſidering and grieving for the 
Diſtreſſes of the People occafioned by their 
-Sins, he gave them, and others alſo, yea, 
all Perſont, whether in the moſt exalted or 
meaneſt Station in Life, an excellent Pat- 
tern what ought to be done: Now it is in 
by, Heart to make a Covenant with the Lord God 


* Jer. vi. 15. * Jer, viii. 6. Job xlii. 6. 
* 2 Be. from 


of Iſrael, that his fierce Wrath may turn away 
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from us ©. Let us, in the Strength of God, 


% enter our ſolemn Proteſt againſt all Manner 
ce and Kinds of Sin, and purpoſe without Delay 
ad to become the Servants of the moſt high _ 
at © God. Is it not high Time that we give 


Proof of the Reality of our Repentance 
by our becoming an obedient People ? 
us Wl Thus ſaith the Lord of Hiſts, amend your Ways 
int and your Doings. Truſt ye not in lying Words, 
ro- the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, 
e be Temple of the Lord, are theſe *; and from 
ra- hence conclude, that we are delivered to do 
our any Abominations, Surely no extravagant 
\ee, I Zeal for Parties, Principles, Places, or dif- 
and I ferent Modes of Worſhip, will ever atone 


by for, or juſtify us in any immoral Practices. 


tent Whatever Profeſſion a Man makes, though 
Op- the moſt pure; whatever Church a Perſon is 
-mn Ja Member of, though the beſt conſtituted 
in the World, yer it he lives not conform- 


vain, his Faith is alſo vain. Know ye not, 
that to whom je yield your ſelves Servants to 
obey, his Servants ye are to whom ye obe); whes 
ther of Sin, unto Death, or. of Obedience unte 
Righteouſneſs *. All our Hopes of Heaven 
will prove delu/ffue, and we ſhall but flatter 
our ſelves with our own Deceivings, unleſs 
by Holineſs of Heart and Life, by Faith in 
Chrift, and Obedience to him, we become 
a_ People prepared for the Lore. 

© 2 Chron.-Xxix. 10, 4 Jer. vii. 3, 10, © Rom, vi. 16. 
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able to the Goſpel of Chriſt, his Profeſſion is 
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Nature or Conſequences. 


No for our Encouragement to a peni- 
tent Confeſſion of our Sins, and that we may 
turn unto the Lord with all our Heart, we 
are aſſured that Chriſt is exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give Repentance unto 
1ſrael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins*; and that if 
ave confeſs our Sins be is faithful and juſt to for- 
give us our Sins s. And being thus happily 
ranked among the Penitent and Pardoned, 
though our outward Condition may be low 


'and mean, we may however rejoice in the 


Lord, and joy in the God of our Salvation. Yea, 
moreover, this is the moſt likely Method that 
can be taken by us to engage God's kind 
"Thoughts towards us, and to have tempo- 
ral Bleſſings laid up in ftore for us. Then 
may we hope to ſee the Scales of Divine 
Providence happily turned in our Favour, 
as in the Words of the Prophet Jeremiah, 


And it ſhall come to paſs, that like as I have 


watched over them to pluck up, and to break 
duwn, and to throw down, and to deſtroy, and 
to afflift ; ſo will I watch over them, to build, 
and to plant, ſaith the Lord", 


IV. Let us take great Care that we ju- 


* Nify God in all his Proceedings againſt us, 


how afflictive ſoever they are either in their 


Should we grow Jretſul and uneaſy we 
mall add both to our Calamity and Guilt, 
FA v. 31. #1Johai.g, Jer. Xxxi. 115 
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and inſtead of /ightring our Burden render 
it the heavier, To be patient and ſubmiſ- 
five, under the correcting Hand of God, 
is a Duty fo important, that he will by no 
means diſpenſe with it; not only his own 
Glory, but our real Good, are ſo nearly con- 
cerned herein, that his Jealouſy for his own 
Honour, and his tender Regard for our Hap- 
pineſs, engage him to infiſt upon it. Though 
we may humbly plead with God, and talk 
with him of his Judgments ', yet we muſt not 
dare to allow of one rebellious Thoughw 
againſt the ſovereign Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, who will not gi ve an Account of his Mat- 
ters *, Behold, he taketh away, who can hin- 
der 2 Mio will ſay unto him, what doſt 
thou 


Deep Silence o'er th* eternal Palace reign'd, 


M benthusthe King of Heav'nandEarth begau;. 


Go faithjul Uriel, carry this Command 

To youder World, inhabited by Man. 

Male them know this, that all they have is mine, 
I've only leut, but given Nought to Men 3 

On my Demand they therefore muſt reſign, 

And All with Gratitude part with again. 

But how, and when, is mine, not theirs to ſay, 

I am their ſovereign Lord, and will that they obey. 


Thus a Reverend Clergyman piouſly 
ſpeaks on this our late Calamity, in a 


Jer. xii. 1. k Job xxxiii. 123. Job ix. TH 
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716 VA Adareſs to the 
Poem entitled, Directions how to gain by 
Zeſſes, p. 7- 


HBeſides, conſidering what we have been, 
what we have done, what we are; and that 
we have by our Sins often forfeited, not 
only all the good Things that we have 1%, 
but thoſe we have left, yea, and our very 
Lives too, nay, have deſerved God's ever- 
lating Diſpleaſure, how unreaſcnable muſt 
every murmuring Thought againſt him be? 
Yet, though we muſt not murmur we may 
forrow. Sorrow for our Sins is inſeparable 
from our Duty as Chriſtians; Sorrow for 
our Calamities inſeparable from our Nature 
as Men. No Aiction for the preſent is joy- 
ous, but grievous; and we are forbid to de- 
ſpiſe the Chaſining of the Lord. 
That we may be the more calm and eaſy 
under God's Rod, we ſhould take care to 
revive and cheriſh thoſe becoming Appre- 
henſions that we /ately had; whether of 
the Majeſty and Purity of the Divine Na- 
ture; whether of the evil Nature of Sin; 
whether of the Vanity and Emptineſi of the 
World; whether of the Love and Favour 
of God; whether of the Importauce and 
Conſolation of a Claim through Chriſt to a 
better World ; till theſe Thoughts be fixed 
in our Minds, and engraven on our 
Hearts. I ENS 
IHeb. xii. 3—11, 


N 


v. 


* 


V. Guard againſt the over- bearing 
Power of worldly Cares. 

F am ſure this Piece of Advice can nei- 
ther be improper in it ſelf, nor impertinem 
to our Caſe, ſeeing our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf (who well knew the Nature of Men 


and Things) has charged us that we tale 


Heed to our ſelves, left at am Time our 
Hearts be overcharged with the Cares of this 
Life”. We particularly have ſeen ſo much 
of the tranſitory Nature of all earthly 
Things, that one would think we had need 
#ow to put ſome Force upon our ſelves, in 
order to apply to the Concerns of Time 
with that Diligence and Induſtry as we 
ought to do 3 but alas! ſo hardly are we 
cured of our Over-fondzeſs for this World, 


that ſome, perhaps, are in more danger of 


over-doing than ever. So uneaſy are their 
Luffe: to them, that they impatiently deſire 
an Increaſe of their worldly Subſtance, and 
thereupon are inclined to proſecute this 
Defign, even with a ſinful and deſtructive 
Eagerneſs. That we may avoid this Ex- 
treme Jet us conſcientiouſly obſerve the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Aud having Food and 
Raiment let us be therewith content. But they 
that will be rich fall into Temptations and a. 


Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Lufts,. 


n 


tion. | 2 
” Luke xxi. 34. 2 Tim. vi. 8, 9. 


G 3 Van 


which drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdi- 


1 
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Many Arguments may be urged to pre- 
ſerve us from the Power of a finful Care- 
fnlneſs ;-as, that it carries its own Puniſb- 
ment along .with it; hereby the Mind is ſo 
ruffled that the Man becomes wneaſy to him- 
ſelf and all about him. It implies a re- 
| proachful Diſtruſt of the Goodneſs of God, who 
| is tenderly concerned for the Welfare of 
| his Creatures. It is alſo altogether w/eleſs 
and unprofitable, for which of you by taking 
Thought can add one Cubit unto his Stature ©? 
Moreover, will it not be very ungrateful in 
any of the fincere Diſciples of Chriſt, ſhould 
they- indulge a carking Solicitude, when he 
has not only kindly warned them againſt 
it, but aſſured them of his abundant Care? 
Therefore take no Thought, ſaying, what ſhall 
we cat? Or, what ſhall we drink? Or, where- 
vit hal ſhall we be clothed? For your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have Need of all theſe 
Things. May theſe Conſiderations effectu- 
ally prevail upon us to caſt all our Care on 
God, for he careth for us*, 

I cannot but have a ſpecial Compaſſion 
on ſome who may be in danger of the con- 
trary Extreme to this; for /ateh ſuch was 
their Condirion, that they were furniſhed 


with all the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of F. 
Life, but now-fuch a ſad Change is made, py 
o low are they reduced, and ſo ſmall their it; 
Hopes of recovering their former Station tha 
o Marth. vi. 27. Y Matth. vi. 31, 32. 42 Pet. v. 7. : 
* in 
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in Life, that they are even tempted to 
grow deſperate, and to give up themſelves to 


| Looſeneſs and Extrauagancy. Think a little, 


will this make your Caſe better! Will it 
not make it vaſtly worſe? Becauſe you 
cannot live in this Worid in as flouriſhing 
a Manner as once you preſumed you 


ould, will you therefore live more like 


Beaſts than Men ? "Becauſe you have loft 
this World, will you therefore, inſtead of 
being excited to think of, and make ſure 
of a better, make ſure of neither? What, 


becauſe you have loſt your worldly Trea- 


ſure, will you therefore (as an unavoidable 
Conſequence of your Impieties) treaſure 
up for your ſelves Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath * ? For God's ſake act not ſuch. an 


unreaſonable felf-deſtrucive Part; rather 


learn from all your worldly Lofles and 
Diſappointments to think of, and provide 


for a World where you can meet with 


none. | 
This will lead me to another Piece of 
Advice. 


VI. Efteem an JIutereſt in Chriſt as a 
Matter of the greateſt Moment. 

An Eternity, an awful Eternity, an hap» 
py or a miſerable Eternity, depends upon 
it; Fur other Foundation can do Man lay, 
than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt *, 


Rom. ii. 5. T 1 Cor, iii. 11. 


1 Thoſe 


Yo AJ Addreſs tothe 
"Thoſe that by Faith and Repentance; 
Love and Obedience, are intereſted in 
Chriſt Jeſus, whatever Loſes they ma 
fuſtain, whatever Calamities they may ſut- 
fer, will not only eſcape a World of end- 
Beſs Miſery, but reach fafe to a World of 
conſummate Felicity, For whoſoever believeth 
on him ſhall not periſh but have eternal Life *. 
Think of this with the greateſt Seriouſneſs ; 


Pray for it with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs ; 


ive no Reſt co your felves, till your 
— of Heaven be ſecurely ſettled on 
this Foxndation. 

That we may not neglect this great Sal- 
vation wrought out for us by Chriſt Jeſus, 
but may honour, love, live unto him, and 
depend by Faith upon him as an All- ſuffi- 
cient and precious Redeemer, let ns ſo- 
lemnly conſider what he has done and ſuf- 
fered for us; he left Heaven, he became a 
Man of Sorrows, he endured the Wrath 
of God, he died on the accurſed Tree, he 
aroſe from the Dead (a Matter of Fact, 
ſeen and atteſted by above five Hundred 
Perſons at once ©) He is gone into Heaven it 
ſelf, now to appear in the Preſence of God for 
. He is there Preparing a Place for 

every one of his faithful Diſciples, and 
will come again and receive them to him- 
ſelf, that where he is there they may be 


John iti. 35. 1 Cor, zv. 6. „ Heb. ix. 
24. ohn xiv. 3. 


alſo. 
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vation ( For except a Man be born 


to attract our Hearts for ever to himſelf, 
and to fix us for ever in his Service, May 
the Love of Chriſt conſtrain us, becauſe we 
thus judge, that if .one died for all then were all 
Dead; and that he died for all, that they 
which live ſhould not henceforth live unto 
themſelves (no truly, God forbid, this would 
be the baſeſt Ingratitude poſſible) but unto 
him which died for them, and roſe again *. 


Oh, refuſe him not, I beſeech you, for how ' 
ſhall ye eſcape if ye neglect ſo great Salvation? 


And if you ſhould, will it not be more 


tolerable for the Laud of Sodom in the Day of 
Judgment than for you ©? 


VIE. Let nothing ſhort of Regeneration 
by the Spirit of God ſatisfy or content us, 
as an Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt. 

Were we fully to defcribe the Nature of 
Regeneration, or being born of God, which 
the Scripture aſſures us is neceſſary to Sal- 
again be 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God) it would 


render this Treatiſe too large. However, 


that ſuch a neceſſary and important Change 


may 


2 Cor. v. 14,15. » Heb, ii. z, Matth. 
xi. 24 John iii. 3. - : 
© Archbiſhop Tiliotſon, in his Fourth Volume has 
ſeveral Sermons on this important Point of Chriſtianity. 
The Title to his Sermons is this, The Nature of Regene- 


lation, and its Neceſſity in order to Fuſtification and 


Salvation. 
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alſo. Moſt engaging Con/iderations ! Enough 
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may not be paſſed over in ſilence, I will 
take Notice briefly, That it conſiſts in ha- 
ving our Minds enlighten'd by the Spirit 
of God. Hereby we are enabled more 
clearly to apprehend the ſpotleſs Purity 
of God, the Beauty and Excellency of real 
Religion; the malignant and deſtructive 
Nature of Sin, as that which is directly re- 
pugnant to God's perfect Holineſs. 2. — 
that 


Salvation. In Page 159, Sc. he treats of two Things 
from that Phraſe of a nec Creature; as, 

1. © The Greatneſs of this Change. 

- 2. That it is effected and wrought by a Divine 
te Power. : 5 

I, © The Greatneſs of this Change, It is called 
© Kain iets, 4 new Creation; as if the Chriſtian 
* Poctrine firmly entertained and believed, did, as 
it were, mould and faſhion Men over again, tranſ- 
& forming them into a quite other ſort of Per ſons than 
©. what they were before, and made ſuch a Change 
© in them as the Creating. Power of God did, in 
&* bringing this beautiful and orderly Frame of Things 
ct out of their dark and rude Chaos. Thus the Apo- 
_ «file repreſents tt, 2 Cor: iv. 6. God pho commanded” 

« tbe Ligbt, &c; His Second Particular is this. 

2. This Change is effected and wrought by a 
© Divine Power, of the ſame Kind with that which 
& created the World, and raiſed up Chriſt Jeſus from 
e the Dead; two great and glorious Inſtances of the 
© Divine Power; and to theſe the Scripture fre- 
* quently alludes, when it ſpeaks of this new Crea- 
e #70n. Like as Chriſt was raiſed, c. Rom. vi. 4. 
«Eph 1. 19, 20. And that ye may know what is the 
"exceeding Greatneſs of bis Pocver, &c. So that our 


6 * 
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that are ſanctißed in Chriſt Feſus are filed 
with the Knowledge of his Will, inall Wiſdom 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding . Regeneration 
includes in it a Change in the VM. Where 
this obtains the Dominion of Sin is broken, 
and thoſe vicious Luſt and Appetites which 
were once predominant are conquered 
and ſubdued. Sin no longer reigns in our 
mortal Bodies, but we through the Spirit do 
mortiſy the Deeds of the Bod); and are will- 
ing to have reſpett to all God's Command- 
ments", and to ſubmit to all his providen- 
tial Diſpen/ations, be they ever ſo ſevere, 
or how nearly ſoever they may affect us. 
Regeneration, as to its Fruits, implies far- 
ther, a growing Regulation of our Afections 
and Paſſes, whereby they are withdrawn 
from unlawful Objects, moderated as to 
lawful ones, and ſet chiefly on thoſe Things 
which are above, where Chriſt fitteth on the 


right Hand of God. In a Word, being 
ſauflified by the Holy Ghoſt, we ſhall put off 


the old Man with his Deeds, and put on the 
ueu Man which is renewed in Knowledge aſter 


& Inſtance of the ſame glorious Power which exerted 
© it ſelf in the firſt Creation of Things, and in the 


* Reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the 
Dead; but not altogether af:er the ſame Manner, 
de as (ſays he) I ſhall ſhew under the next 
* Heed.” VENTS — 

Fx Cor: i. 2. © Col. 1. 9. Þ Rom. vi. 17, 
- Rom, viii. 13, += Pſalm cxix. 6. CCl, iii, 1. 
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84 An Addreſs to the 
the Image of him that created him, i. e. we 
ſhall be Perſons very different from what 
we once were; and that as to our Appre- 
henſions, Eſteem, Inclinations, Choice, Reſolu- 
tions, Purſuits, Expectationt, and Depen- 
dance. Happy they who. are taught of 
God, and made Peſſels unto Honour, ſantti- 
fied and meet for the Maſter's Uſe, and prepared 
unto every good Work, I ſhall ſay no more 
on this Head. I chooſe rather to refer 
you to à valuable Treatiſe of being born 
again, now in its Thirteenth Edition, 
7 not long ſince by the Reverend 
F. Wright, D. D. and at the Requeſt of 
ſome Perſons of the eftabliſhed Church who 
heard him preach on that Subject. I have 
Teceived many of them from the worthy 
Author ſince the Fire (as well as ſome 
other Books) and have diftributed them 
among the Sufferers, as defired. 


VIII. Serictly and conſcientiouſly obſerve 
the Lord's Day, and be found in the con- 


ſtant Diſcharge of thoſe Duties that Chriſt 


has enjoined us in his Word. 

Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy o. 
Good God, incline our Hearts to keep 
this Law. That we may obſerve this Day 
as Holy unto the Lord, let us begin it alone 
with God,-with ſerious Meditation, ſolemn 

* Col. iii. 9, 10. © Exod, 
Ax. 8. 


» 2 Tim. ii. 21. 
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ervent Prayer. Then let every Maſter or 


Head of Families call them together for 


ſome Acts of ſocial Worſhip ; by this Means 
we and our Houſes ſhall be beſt diſpoſed 
to wait upon God in his publick Appoint- 
meuts, that he may teach us his Ways, and 


that we may walk in his Paths*, Though a 


proper Portion of Time may be allotted 
for our bodily Refreſhment, yet all Man- 
ner of Exceſs ſhould, on this Day eſpeci- 
ally, be carefully avoided, as that which 
would be peculiarly offenſive to God ; -nor 
ſhould we dare to feaft our periſhing Bodies 
to the ſtarving or hurt of our precious Souls. 
We ſhould conſcientiouſly avoid ſuch Ex- 
tertainments, and the making or receiving 
ſuch Viſits as break in upon the religious 
Order of our Families, or that prevent us 
from a conſtant Attendance on publick 
Worſhip. When this is over, then let us 
return with the ſeveral Branches of our Fa- 
milies to our own. Houfes, and employ 
the Remains of the Lord's Day either in 
uſeful Jnſtruttions and Exhortations, in pious 
and profitable Converſation, "and in the 


proper Acts of Family and ſecret Worſhip. 


And asnd Part. of this facred Day ſhould 
be laid out in unneceſſary Bufineſs, ſo none 
of it muſt be waſted away in inpertineut 
or vain Purſuits, theſe having a natural 
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. his Word, and with ſecret and 
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$6 _ An Addreſs tothe 
Tendency to deface any good Impreffions 
that have been made upon us whilſt attend- 
ing the Service of God according to his 
Appointments. Thus our bleſſed Saviour 
obſerves of ſome, who, when they have heard, 
go forth and are choaled with Cares, and 
Riches, and Pleaſures of this Life, and bring 
10 Fruit to. Perfection? Beſides, what Per- 
ſons. get by following their Employments on 
the Sabbath, is put into a Bag with Holes; 
or if it mixes with their honeſt Gains it 
is like to bring a Curſe, a Blaſt, on all the 
reſt. Such as find their Pleaſure on this 
Day, will ſoon have their Pleaſure: turned 
into Pain and Uneaſineſs, in this World 
or in the next, for God is a jealous God. 
Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. 
Six Days ſhalt thou labour and do all thy 
Mork, but the ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God; in it thou ſhalt not do any 
Mork; thor, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, 
#by| Man-ſervant, nor thy Maid-ſervant, nor 
ty Cattle, nor thy Stranger that is within thy 
Gates ; for in fix Days the Lord made Heaven 
and Earth, the Sea, and all that in them 
is, and reſted the ſeventh Day :'. Wherefore 
the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath Day and hallowed 
itt. Thus ſaith the Lord, Tale heed to your 
_ Jelves, and bear no Burden on the Sabbath 
Day, neither do ye any Work, but ballow ye 
the Sabbath Day, as { commanded your Fa- 
4 Luke viii. 4. * Exod, xx-$=—12. 
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which had his Hand withered, Matth. xii. 10. 
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thers © If thou' turn away thy Foot from the 
Sabbath, from doing thy Pleaſure on my holy 
Day, and call the Sabbath -a Delieht, the 
holy of the Lord; honourable, and ſhalt honour 
him, not doing thine own Ways, nor finding 


. thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own 


Word.: Then ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf in the 
Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the 
high Places of the Earth, aud feed thee with 
the Heritage of Jacob thy Father ; for the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. And 
mall we not hear and obey the Voice of 
the Lord? Eſpecially too, when our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf has ſaid, Think nor 
that F am come to deſtroy the Law or the Pro- 
phets; I am not come to deſtroy but to fulfill v. 

Eſteem 


f jer. xvii. 21,22. * Iſa lviii. 13, 4. » Matth. v. 17. 


Though our bleſſed Saviour does not in this Ser- 


mon of his take particular Notice of the Innovations 


made upon, and the ſuperſtitious Abuſe of the Fourth 
Commandment, as he does concerning others; yet this 
he does, and at a more convenient Seaſon afterwards, 


and that more than once. At one Time in Vindication of 
his Diſciples when they plucked the Ears of Corn, Matr. 


At another Time, when he healed the Man 
From 
the former Caſe, or on a like Oceaſion, mentioned by 


xii. 1. 


St. Mark, Chap. ii. 23, &. our Saviour not only free- 


ly condemns the ſuperſtitious Abuſe of the Sabbath, but 
ver. 27, 28, there tells them the Reaſons of it. Ann 
be ſaid unto them, the Sabbath wvas made for Man, i. e. 


for the Good and Benefit of Man, and not Man for the” 


Sabbath, i. e. no Man is eiten to ſunctify the 
Sabbath as thereby to ſubject 
b H. 
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88 An Addreſs to tbe 
Efteem not ſuch an. Obſervation of the 
Lord's Day tedious. Say net, What a 
FPearineſs is iti? When will the Sabbath be 
| Sone, 
pernicious Inconveniencies, or to prevent him from 
. ether Services when the Nature 2nd Neceſſity cf 
Things require it, as in the Caſes of War, Fire, Sick- 
neſs, or the like. Therefore the Sn of Man is Lord al- 
fo of the Sabbath, 1. e. has not only a Power and Au- 


thority devolyed on him to diſcharge Men from any 
ſuperiticious or ſelf- injurious Regard to the Sabbath, 


which ſome have taught as neceſſary, and thereby 


rendered the Obſervation of it grievous and burden- 
fome, but has alſo ſuch a Dominion granted to him, 
that he may, if he ſees fit, as Lord of the Sabbath, al- 
ter the very Day it ſelf; which is highly probable our 
Lord did afterward, as the moſt effectua!l Way at once 
to cure Men of a ſuperſtitious Obſervation of it. The 
Probability of this is not ſmall, as will appear, if we 


Will allow our ſelves to conſider, that our Lord roſe 


from the Dead on the firſt Day of the Week, and then 
appeared to his Diſciples ; and again, after eight Days 
ke came and ſtood in the midit of them, 50 xx. 
19, 26. whereby he ſignalized this Day, and made 
the Memory of it precious to his Followers. Beſides, 
the Pradlice of the firſt Diſciples of our Lord (who 
were molt like to know his Mind and Wil; and be- 
cauſe without the-Knowledge of his Will this was not 
like ta have been their Practice) makes this Change of 
the Day highly probable, for this was the Day when 
they, after Chrilt's Reſurrection, met together for pub- 
lick Worſhip, as we read, And upon the firſt Day of 
'2be Week, <uben the Diſciples came together to break 
Bread, Paul preached umto them, Acts xx. 7. This Day 
alſo was obſerved as Holy unto the Lord by the primi- 
tive Chriſtians in the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; 
none diſpute it. We read, 1 Cor. xvi. 2, upon the fir 
Day of the Week, when they are ſuppoſed to aſſemble 
1 wt J : a | toge- 
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goue, that we may ſet forth Meat / Sabbaths 
ſtrictly obſerved will not ſit - uneaſy in 
dying Hours, nor would they ww, were 
there a ſerious and pious Spirit. Would 
not the conſtant uninterrupted Services of the 
Saints in Heaven (for they never ceaſe 


1 om 


* * 


rogerher, which I think one may yeature. to. affirm, 
without any doubt, was for the publick; Worſhip of 
God. Moreover, as one grand Ordinance of Chriſti- 
anity is termed the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. xi. 20. ſo is 
this the Lord's Day, Rev. i. 10. emphatitally ſo called 
it being the Day which he ſeems to have appropriated 
to himſelf, and appointed for his Serviſe. 
To which we might add, that none, I think, can 
fairly or juflly infer from the Change of the Day; the 
aboliſhing or deſtroying the Law: it {elf cancerning the 
Sabbath, ſeeing all the Ends of that Law can be as 
well anſwered by our ſtrict and pious Regard. had to 
this Day as to the other. The Reaſons for the Obſer- 


vation of the Sabbath, inſerted in the Precept it ſelf 


(though other Reaſons were afterwards added for the 
Keeping the Sabbath, which were peculiar to the 
Ser) ihe a egen Farce on u now as on former 
Generations, ſuch as a pious Remembrance, and con- 
ſtant Declaration hereby of our Belief, that God crea- 
ted the World in ſix Days, and reſted the ſeventh, 
only with this Difference, that we keep the firſt Day 
er not the ſeventh, whereby we not only. as certapny - 


ly and ſolemnly commemorate and declare our 1 5 
r 


of God's having created the World and reſtiog from 


his Works; but hereby alſo we ſolemnly remember, . 
and declare our Belief of Chriſt's rifing from the Dead” 


on the firſt Day, when he compleated the great Work 

of our Redemption, and then entered. into his Reſt, 
eee from 
8 - | z Amos vii. 5. 2 * * 1 
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from ferving God) be burdenſome'to ſuch 
Perſons; could they poſſibly be admitted 
there, who think it much, if not more 
than / enough, to ſpend an Hour in Acts 
of publick Worſhi — then waſte away 
ö — other Parts — the Day in minding 
their Buſineſs, ſerving their Lufts, or in 
finding; their Pleaſures ? If a right Obſer- 
vation of the Sabbath be thought intole- 
| rable, it muſt be aſcribed to the Perverſ- 
neſs and Earthlineſs. of Men's Hearts, 
and not to any Severity in the Inſtitution 
it ſelf; no, that was kind and gracious, 
with a Deſign to promote our preſent Good 
and Peace, and to render us more meet 
for an eternal Sabbath in Heaven. There 
re marneth therefore a Reſt, caccalicude, a Sab- 
batiſm, or Keepi of a Sabbath, to the 
People Af Gd. They that like and love, 
that ſtrictly obſerve, and conſcientiouſly 
improve God's Sabbaths now, are Perſons 
rightly diſpoſed for the Employments of 
Fa heavenly World above. 

Should I not be ſo happy as to prevail 
on ſome to make Conſcience of a due Re- 
475 the Sabbath; too many tis to be 
eared will fill biofabe it ; yet I would 
pleaſe my ſelf with the Hope that ſuch as 
are in Authority, or of Rank and Figure 
among us, will by their good Example, and 
pious Care, prevent any open and ſcandalous 
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[Profanation. of this ſacred Time; nor would 
I have any think, that Religion is to be 
confined within the Limits of a Sabbath; 
no, we ought ſo to ſanctiʒ God's Sabbaths, 
that we may learn to behave the better, 
both towards God and Men, on every 
other Day; we ſhall, otherwiſe, be juſtly 
chargeable with meer Formality in Religion, 
contrary to the very Nature and Deſign 
of it. We are not only to worſhip and 


ſerve God on the Lord's Day, but every 


Day of our Lives. Secret Prayer - ſhould 
be eſteemed a Duty of daily Revolution, 


The Duty it ſelf our Saviour has ſolemnly 


and kindly obliged us to the Performance 
of. But thou, uten thou ' prayeſt; enter 
into ty Clofet, and 'when thou haſt ſhut thy 
Door, pray to thy Futher which is in ſes 


cret Lea, we ſhould be without Excuſe; * 


if every Family met not together daily at 
the Throne of Grace to implore God's 
favourable Regards, and. to commit them- 
ſelves to his Care and Protection. I ſhould 
rejoice for your ſakes, and for the ſake of 
Religion too, to ſee that Day, when every 
Habitation may become a Houſe, of Prayer, 


The Reaſonableneſs and Uſefulneſs of theſe 


Duties, as well as our Obligation to the 
Performance of them, will be always e- 
vident, while we have Perſonal and Family 
Sins to confeſs and bewail; Bleſſings to 
„Match. vi. 6, e 
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92 As Addreſs to the- \ 

ask; 0 ee, Meycies to give God 
Thanks for. Have we new Habitation ? 
1 would to God we had new 'Hearts too. 
Then with an humble Confidence we 
might pray with the P/ahniſt ; Return, O 
Lord, how long | and let it repent thee concern= 
ing thy Servants : O ſatisfy-us early with thy 
Mercy; char we may vejoice and be glad all our 
Days. Male us glad according to the Days 
wherein thow haſt afſticted us, and the Tears 
wherein we have ſeen Evil. Let thy Work ap- 
pear unto thy Servants, and thy Glory unto their 
Children. Ard be the Beavry of the Lord our 
God be upon ug, and e thou the Work of 
our Hands upon Ms, Jen, the Work o our Hands 
eftabliſÞ thou it 


me to mind you of one important Duty more, 
I mean the conſtant and ſerious Reading 


the holy Scriptures, © 
Among other Complai! 518 rere made 


ſoon after the Fire, I well remember this was 


dne, hot only our Habitarions, and our Places 
of Worſbip are demoliſhed, but, alas! our 
Bible, too are burnt in the Flames. The 
Occaſion of the Complaint was ſad, yet 
the Complaint it ſelf carried a good Inti- 
mation with it, ſo that one could not for- 
bear hoping, if ſuch Perſons were again 
fupply'd with this ſacred Volume, they would 


net only barely look into it, but take God x 8 


5 Pfal. xc, 13, Sc, | 
ns £3 | Word 
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Word for a Lamp unto their Feet and a Light 
unto their Path, You know, that upon Ap- 
plication made to ſome well diſpoſed Gen- 
tlemen in London, Bibles were ſent to ſome 
Perſons of this Town, which were with 
Pleaſure diſtributed by them, and thankfully 
received by you. Now will jt not be very 
ungrateful both to God and Man, ſhould 
you negle& diligently to read and medi- 
tate on them? But I would hope better 


Things of many of you, and ſuch as ac- 


compauy Salvation, though I thus ſpeak. I 
could mention (was there need of it) ma- 
ny Arguments to preſs you to the Perform- 
ance of this Duty. The bleſſed God took 
Compaſſion on a blind and ignorant World, 
and at ſundry Times, and in divers Mauners, 


ſake in Time paſt es the ethers by rhe Pro 


phets: And hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto 
us by his Son ; and has kindly taken Care 


that his Mind and Will thus. made known- 


unto us ſhould be commitred to Writing, 
and handed down to us. Beſides, are not 
the Scriptures deſigned to be the Rule 
and Standard of our Faith and Manners ? 
The Rule by which we are to live, and by 
which we are to be jude'd? In a Word, 


do they not contain all thoſe Ductrines, 


Precepts, Probibitions and Promiſes, needful 

to our Direction, Admonition, Conſolation; 

and eternal Salvation? A Scripture is given 
” Heb. & 1, 2. ©: 
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94 - An Adareſotothe 
by Inſpiration of God, and is profirable for Do- 
ttriue, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtru- 
KHRien in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God 
may be perfect, throughly. furniſhed unto all 
good Works ©, > 


©2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. | 

That the diligent and careful Peruſal of the Scrip- 
tures would be of great Service to us, one may be 
ſure, had we no other Reaſon to think ſo than the 
following one, viz. that the known and open Ene- 


mies of the Cauſe of Chriſt and his Kingdom are ſuch 


avowed Adverſaries to this Practice. For they, you 
know (as what they rightly judge would beſt tend to 
ſerve their dark Purpoſes) take out of the Hands of the 


People thoſe Weapons of our Chriſtian Warfare, which 


though not carnal, are mighty, through God, to the pu- 
ing down the ſtrong Holds of Satan, 2 Cor. x. 4. Theſe 
divine Ovacles would make us wiſer than our Enemies, 
9 0 cxix. 98. were they ever with us. I have many 

imes thought, even with Shame and Surprize, what 
Pains and Expence the Romi Church is at to propa- 
gate the CEriftian Faith, as they are pleaſed to term 
theirs ; when, in Truth, many of their Doctrines are 
a Reproach to Chriſtianity : To name no other here 
than theſe two, viz, That No FAITH 1s TO BE. KEPT 
wiTH HrRETicxs, meaning Proteſtants. And THAT 
Is THEY K1LL Us THEY Do Go SERVICE, Dodtrines 
that could never come from God, for God 7s Love, but 
muſt be from their Father the Devil. They have a 
watchful and greedy Eye on this happy Hand, with 
teſtleſs Labour they endeavour to proſelyte many 
among us, nor have they been altogether ſucceſsleſs in 
their Attempts. To prevent the ſpreadi 
Plague amongſt us it would pleaſe me much if this fol- 
lowing proper Antidote, with others, was provided, 
viz, that thoſe who have it in their Power would take 
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IX. Let Love to God; and Benevolence 


to Men, be a governing Principle in our 


As theſe are Duties in their Nature 
moſt important, ſo thoſe Favours we have 


received from both in our afflicted Cir- 


cumſtances, peculiarly oblige us to the 
Obſervance of them, as I ſhall ſnhew more 
at large under the next Head. 

Love to God, and Love to our Neigh- 
bour, theſe two include all the Parts and 
Branches of Religion, Thou ſbalt love the 


effectual Care, by ſome legal Proviſion, that Bibles 
pimted on good Paper, and in a fair Character, may 
come as cheap as poſſible, that every Family in Great 
Britain may have one at leaſt in their Houſes: 

1 would here alſo take Notice further of an Obſer- 
vation I made ſome Years paſt, on the Reading a Vo- 
jume publiſhed by Tho. Ward, in which he has artfully 
and wickedly burleſqued the glorious Reformation from 
Papery. Among other Things, like a cunning Prieſt, 
he expoſes the good old laudable Cuftom of Perſons 
bringing their Bbles with them to Church. Fas eft & 
ab Hoſte doceri, A good Cuſtom, I wiſh its Revival, 
and that all ProteÞent Minifters would, in their Ser- 
mons (as Occalion requires) not only mention the 
Words of Scripture, but the Chapter and Ferſe alſo; by 


this Means the People would become intimately ac- 


quaiated with thei Bibles, than which, nothing what- 
oever would more effectually eſlabliſn Perſons in the 
»lorious Cauſe of Proteſtantiſm, and more effeRually 
prevent the (reading of cruel and enſlaving Popery. 
My great Veneration for the holy Bible, and my true 
Concern for the Proteſtant Cauſe (which, no doubt, 
13 the Cauſe of God) inclined me to inſert this Para- 
graph in the Margin, | 
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5 - An Addreſs io the 
Lord 15 God with all thy Heart, and with a- 
- thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. © This is the 
fiſt and great Commandment, and the fecoud is 
Ike unto it, Thou ſhalt le thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf.” On theſe two Commandments hang ail 
the Law and the Prophets. * 


F Rt; Love to Cod. 

Nothing is more' ans KIB that 
we love God; the God' that made- us, the 
Saviour that redeem'd us ;'that Being from 
whom all our Bleſſings defend; for every 
good Gift, and every perſect Gift, is from above. 
If we are happily and powerfully influenc 4 
by his Divine Principle, namely, Love to 
God, we ſhall be ſincere and cheerful in 
dur Obedience to him. So far then will 
it be, from being an Uueaſine/s to us, to 
ſerre and honour God, in every Capacity 
.and Station of Life, that we: ſhall not be 
ſatisfied till this be our conſtant Temper. 
"For this is the Love of God, that we keep His 
| _ Commandments, and his Commundinents are not 
grievous *, 


Seen, Love to our Neighbour. 
When this prevails in us we ſhall be 


| | readily diſpoſed to fill up thoſe Duties we 


owe to each other as Fellow Creatures, and 
Chriſtians, If Love be wanting, our Hearts 

will ſoon be filled with thee. eruel Nies 
I Matth. xxii. 37. 


f 1 John v. 3. 


* James i. 17. 
| which 


which draw after them many great and 
ſore Calamities. When Wrath, Hatred, 
and Envy, reign in the Heart, what leſs 
can be expected than Confuſion and every 
evil Work, Would it not be very unſeemly, 
and Matter of Reproach, for a People that 
are involved in one common Diſtreſs, to be 
full of Anger, Rancour, Wrath and Malice? 


hat Such a ſavage Temper as this would render. 
the Hus moſt contemprible in the Eye of God and 


om all wiſe and good Men. Let therefore all 
very hard Speeches, all ill Uſage of one another, 
e. all opprobrious Names, which tend to irritate 
ed our . Paſſions, and to excite contemptible 
to Thoughts of others; let all A. uili, and 


in contemptuous Shineſs, from henceforth ceaſe, 


will and be no more; let each of us rather 
to turn our Reſentments againſt our Sins, and 
city look upon our common Affliction as a warm 
be Incentive to Benevolence. And if we are 
ver. vet inclined to proveke one another, let it 
hs be only to love and good Wurms. Let us love 
wet MW as Brethren, For the Kingdom of God. is not 
Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt " We ſhould en- 
deavour, as the Apoſtle exhorts us, t0. keep 

be I the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; 
.we Tiere is one Body aud one Spirit, even as-ye 
and are called in one Hope of your Calling. One 
Lord, oue Faith, one Baptiſm, one God an 


8 Heb, x. 24. Rom. xive 7. 
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98 J een 2 the, 
_ Father of gu who ir above all, and through 
a," and i . © 3 
An bauman Law is made with this pream- 
1 to it, for determining Differences, &c. 
But that we may ſave ho Gentlemen 
therein nominated, and our 'felyes too, 
the Trouble of determining any more Dif- 
' Ferences, let us prevent them by our con- 
frientious Obſervance of the great Law of 
Love. Love worketh no ill. 10 his Neighbour, 
therefore Lowe is the fulfiling of the Lau 
Love, God-like Virtue indeed! It is pity 
it was not a regent Principle in every 
Breaſt; then not only all baſe MH.-nature 
and diabolical Malice and Euty would fall 
before it, but even leſſer Striſes and De- 
bates too, and many would be the great 
and valuable Effects and Conſequences 
thereof. If Love reign'd in our Hearts, 
this would incline us to be tender one of 
Another; to yield to any Thing reaſonable 
for Peace ſake ; to deny our ſelves in ſome 
Aer Matters that we may do another a 
greater Kindneſs; to be ready to do all 
good Offices, and to ſtudy each others Hap- 
Fiess. This would render us more like 
3 of the upper Mrld, where 
ae and where God, who 
e ere dels 
Ef tie that wants le . Love to God, 
"6 Love to hi Neighbour, wants the very 


4 iv. 3 Fe i, xiii. 1 
= , * . Eſe 0 


1 
- 


Tibabjtants of Blandford, 9 
Eſſence of Religion. And as we: would 
hope ſhortly to reach that moſt agreeable 
State above, where Love is in Perfection, 
Kc. univerſal and everlaſting, let us practically 
ren regard the Charge of the Apoſtle. Put on 
do, therefore (as the Elect of God, holy and be- 
1 loved) Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humble- 
on- meſs of Mind, Meckneſs, Long-ſuffering. For- 
1 of bearing one another, and forgiving one another. 
Vie If any Man have a Quarrel againſt am, even 
U as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye, And above 
Ity all theſe Things put on Charity, which is the 
Ty Bond of Perfetineſs \, LV 


r a Hearts of Men to give ſo wilingly; ſo li- 
all beraly. The moſt grateful Returns are due 


. q 181 4 
fall X. We ſhould be abundantly thankful F 
De- to God for all Favours received, and truly 4 
eat grateful to our Benefactors. „ W 
ces Both God and Man have laid us un- 1 
Its, der the particular Obligation of Grati- . |} 
of tude. Nothing can be more reaſonable, 
able than that the high Praiſes of God ſhould be i 
me in our Auth, who has put it into the J 
- i 


— 
— 
— 


8 to our generous Benefactors. ij 
nere The Royal Bounty claims our firſt! Re- i 


who  gards; and I hope we ſhall always eſteem 
our ſelves under peculiar Engagements to 
God, the greateſt Loyalty and Duty, and bound 
very to fend up our fervent Prayers to Heaven 
Col. iii. 12, Sc. | ID ; 
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for our moſt gracious Sovereign King GrOROR, 


his Royal Coxsokrt, and all the Royal Fa- 
rr; That Proſperity and Peace may at- 
tend them; and thoſe Bleſſings be perpe- 
tuated to their Poſterity as long as the Sun 
and Moon endure. 

The great Benevolence of others alſo, 
will, I truſt, effectually prevail upon us 
to pray to that God, who ig able to make 
all Grace abound towards them, that they 
may always have all Sufficiency in all 
Things; yea, that as they have ſown to 
the Opirit, they may of the Spirit reap Life 
everlaſting ". 


Give me leave to add this further Ad- 
vice in the next Place. 


Xl. Let it lie much at Heart, that we 
become a People eminent for Religion. 
The | fenal Favours we have received, 
and the ſevere Calamities we have endured, 
and yet feel, are Conſiderations that 
Mould add double Weight to this Admo- 
nition. We ſhould, in one Caſe, diſcover 
our grateſul Senſe of Benefits conferred 
on us both from God and Man, by our 
being not only truly, but eminently pions. 
Nothing is more pleaſing to God, nor is 
any Thing like to be more beneficial to 
Men, than when our Light does ſo ſhine be- 
m Gal. vi. 8. | 
| fore 


b 2 
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* fore ihem, that they may ſee our good Mor kt, 
4 and glorify our Father which is in Heaven. 
t- In the other Caſe, having been caſt into 
e- the Fire, it is fit we mould leave our Droſs 
in behind us. The bleſſed God kindly in- 
tended hereby to refine and purify us. 
o, vill turn my Hand upon thee, and will pureiy 
us purge away thy Droſs, and tale away all thy 
ke Tin. Afterward thou ſhalt be called os City 
ey "of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City*, We 
all ought to be a Pattern of prevailing and 
to ſubſtantial Prety to Places around us. 


Fe Then may it be ſaid Happy Blandford ! tho” 
inſtructed by the Rod of God's Anger. 
To this End T heartily wiſh, that ſuch 
d- Perſons as are of Influence among us of 
every Denomination, would exert them- 
ſelves to the-utmoſt of their Power, for 
we reforming us. By this means, at leaſt, 
open Immoralities would be diſcountenan- 
d, ced, and daring Offenders be ' aſhamed. 
d, Such a Method as this would certainly re- 
at dound to our Honour, and be the moſt pro- 
o- bable Means of our future Safety and 


er Peace. I leave this to your moſt ſerious 
ed Thoughts, and beg of God to infpire you 
ur with U (vets juſt and becoming nen, my 
us. | ny incline you to it. 

E 

to Hualh, Let us live and act as dying a 
be- 3 Creatures. 


fen vi 6, * 6 Jai. J 257 8. l 
ore Va 5 ; I 3 
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I is appointed unto Men once to die, and 
. aſter this the Judgment. We muſt ſoon 
draw our laſt Breath, and ſhortly ſtand 
before the Bar of God. Solemn Thoughts 
indeed! I mention this not to make you 
ſad, but wiſe, wiſe unto Salvation. Were 
we never to die, never to be Judged, we 
might walk after the Vanity of our Mind, 
and ſerve divers, Lvſts and Pleaſures, nor 
-would our Behaviour on ſuch a Suppoſi- 
{tion be altogether ſo unreaſonable. Lately 
we eſcaped the Flames with our Lives, 
and found a Place of Refuge; but eer 
long no one will be able to deliver himſelf 
or Brother from the Power of Death, or 
to make his Eſcape in the Day of the Lord's 
Anger, wiz, that univerſal Burning Day 
when. all-Nations ſhall be gathered before 
him. What unthinbing Creatures muſt 
thoſe be, who will not lay theſe Things 
to Heart; who will not now cry for 
Mercy and Salvation t God, even the Fa- 


Adee aur Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of 


Mercies'z; eſpecially too, when their Neglect 
Here will ſhortly put them under the ſad 
Neceſſity of crying to the - relentlefs 
Maunt aint, and pitileſs Rocks, Fall on us, 
and hide us from the Face of him that fitteth 


en the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 
Lambs. Say not in thy wicked Heart, 
w Lord delayeth his coming, and thereupon 


. Heb, ix, 37. : 


| 1 Rev, vi. 16. 
| * 1 
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indulge thy ſelf to eat and drink with the 
drunken. Fur the Lord is not ſlack concern- 


ing his Promiſe (as ſome Men count ſlackneſs ) 


but is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not willi 


that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 


to Repentance, But the Day of the Lord will 
come as a Thief in the Night, in which the 
Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, 
and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 
Heat, the Earth alſo, and the Works that 
are therein ſhall be burnt up. Seeing then 
that all theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, what 
Manner of Per ſous (very different to what 
many of us now are) ought we to be in all 
holy Converſation and Godlineſs ; looking for, 
and haſting unto the Coming of the Day of 
God*. May we be ſo wiſe as to confider 
our latter End *. Think often of giving in 

our 


r Matth. xxiv. 48, 43.  * 2 Pet. in. 9, 10, 1 1, 12. 


N. B. We in this Town have had part ular and 
loud Calls to think of our latter End. I mean, as by 
the ſudden and violent Death of many on that Day, 
when the Town was reduced to Aſhes; ſo by the 
Death of many Perſons ſince, who, either through 
the Labour and Fatigue, the Shocks and Surbrixes of 
that Day, or by their Loſſes then ſuſtained, which 
ſtuck too cloſe to them; or by the Methods taken ſinee 
that Time to drown their Sorrows, are gone into 


another World. To which let me add, the Remo- 


uing of the Remains of many of our departed Friends, 
occalioned by the Digging up the Foundations of the 
old Church, and the Laying the Foundation of the 
new one; fo that the Bones of many were either care- 


fully 


©, 4 . * 
„ * 
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-6ur folemn Acrount before tliat God who 
- wilt jugge the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, 
according to his Goſpel ",” Let us beg of 
God to impreſs our Minds with the power- 
ful and governing Influences of theſe im- 
portant Truths, that we may be fally 
determined to take Chriſt's Vord for our 
Rulr, his Example for our Pattern; and 
by Faith rely upon him as our only Lord, 
"Saviour, and Advocate; and his Spirit to 
gude, ſantich, and comfort us. Then we 
may have ſolid Reſt and Peace in our own 
Breaſt; then ue need not be afraid to 
die, or to appear before God's awful Tri- 
«bunal ; then Death will be our Gain, 
\Chrift the Judge our Hiend, and Heaven 
the Place of our eternal happy Abode. Bleſ- 
"fed are the Dead that die in the Lord.. 
But ſhould we now ſcoff at, and deſpiſe 
the glorious. Goſpel of our Lord. Jeſus 
htiſt, and be aſhamed of bim, ah! what 


Horror will ſeize us, what:dreadful Con- 
fully and decently replaced in ſome mew Graves, or 
_ thrown together, and interred in ſome common Heaps. 
Many out of Curiaſiy, and athers through a kind of 
dierent Neceſſity, have lately ſeen many Graves opened, 
"nnd were called to converſe with our Dead; which 
Qreumſtunce and Conſequence of our Calamity ought to 
be improved by us, and ſhould mind us of that Paſſage 
in pb, Tbade ſaid to Corruption, thow art my Fauler; 
#0 tbe ' Worm, 'theu art 1ny Mother and my Siſter, Job 
Vn. 14. ; | 
Kom. 267: 


3 Rev. iv. 13. | 
bel aa | 


fafion 
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fuſion ſhall we be thrown into when we 


ſhall ſee him (for every Eye ſhall fee 
him) Come in the Glory of his Father, with 


bis holy Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 


geance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting De- 
ſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
from the Glory of his Power ; when he ſhall 
come to be glorified in his Saints, and to be 
admired ia all them that believe, in thas 
Day. | 

What more weighty or important Ar- 
guments than theſe can poſſibly be men- 
tioned to perſuade Men to become the Ser- 
vants of God ? Will you lay them to 
Heart? Oh! let it never be ſaid of any of 
us, God gave us Time and Space to repent ? _ 
and. we repented not; rather let us be 
willing and obedient, that we may find the 
real Advantage of Religion at preſent, and 
reap the everlaſting blefled and glorious 
Conſequences thereof in a future State 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who is the 
Way, and theTruth, and the Life, for no Man 
cometh unto the Father but by him*, And now 
I commend you to God, and to the Word of his 
Grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an Iaberitance among all them which 


are ſanftified *, | 
Ad xx. 32. 


Y. Rev. ii. 21. 


John xiv, 6; 


does In Adtreſsrothe © 


+ My ſincere Deſire of others Happineſs 
and Proſperity inclines me, before J con- 
clude, to drop a Word or two to the In- 
habitants of other Places alſo. See what 
God has done to us; paſs ye to Tiverton, 
and ſee, think of the Caſe of Ramſey ; 
take theſe awful Warnings, and read the 
Words of the Prophet, Moe to them that 
are at Eaſe in Zion; paſs ye unto Calneh 
and ſee, and from thence go ye to Hamath the 
great, then go down to Gath of the Philiſtines, 
ye that put far away the evil Day. Surely 
when God's Judgments are in the Earth, 
the Inhabitants of the World will learn Righte- 
3 onvſneſs . It well becomes all Perſons, 
diligently to obſerve, and carefully to im- 
Dove, ſuch awakening Calamities which 
we and others have felt. Theſe a wile 
Providence ſeems to have ordered in dif- 
ent Parts of the Nation, and about the 
* ſame Time, that Perſons may by them 
be the more nearly and deeply affected. 
Here are two or three Witneſſes from 
different Quarter, that God is a God that 
Hates Sin, and will ſometimes diſcover 
his Reſentment againſt it in this Life, 
| that others may hear and fee, and fear, 
| and do not ſo wickedly. May all Magi- 
ftrates eſteem themſelves concerned from 
hence, to exert their beſt Endeavours to 
evi. 1,2, 3. © Ia, xxvi. 9. h 


put 
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put” the Laws in Execution for tlie Sup» © 
preſſion. of Jmmbralities, which, as they 
provoke: the Eyes. of. God's Glory, ſo they 
often bring on larger or.glef{er” Societies of 
Men Diſtreſſes great and ihexpreſſible. Let 


Mini ſters take the Warning, be Euſamples 


0 fert 

"th N the Hock. Cry alond, ſpare not, and ſbeu 

the unto the People their Tranſgreſſions. and their 

bat Sins. And may the People every where | 

neh piouſly contribute their Part towards a 

the general Reformation, then we may hope 

es, that Goodneſs and Mercy will follow us all the 

ely Days of our Lives. 

th, We ſhould rejoice (I hope many of us 

Shag ſhould) if our great Mliction may occaſion 

ns, your viſible Reformation. If our Fall may 

n prove a Means of your Sanding: If you 

MY who have ſeen in us a manifeſt, though 

bo ſad Proof of the uncertain and precarious 

72 Terure of earthly Peſſeſſions, may learn 

he from hence to lay up your Treaſure in 

2 Heaven; yea, as the beſt Return (that 

ed. we in our Circumſtances are capable of 

n making you, for all your Favours ſo ge= | 

at nerouſly beſtowed upon us) we ſhall, 1! 

er hope, think our Te bound in Conſcience Þ 

fe, and Gratitude to pray, that as our Safferings. |. [ 

Kew have excited, ybut great Compaſſion, ang 

BY unuſual Zerlevolejice, ſo they may prove a 

—_—_ Means, of exciting in you a juſt Dread 

to | and an irreconcilable Abhorrence of Sin; 
9 Ifa, iii. 8. 2 1 Pet. v. 3. Ila. lviie 1, 8 
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to pleaſe. God in all Things, That be- 
ing made : . Sin, and become Ser- 

wants to Goa, e may have your Fruit unto 
Holineſs, and the End everlaſting Life. Por 
the Wages of Sin is Death: But the Gift 
of God is eternal Life, through. Jeſus Chriſt 


our R Lord A 4 


© Rem, vi. 22, 23. 


